
2018 Social Studies Summer Assignments  
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 
7th Grade 
Read Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson and complete packet and National History Day 
assignment. Directions and assignments can be found here. 
 
8th Grade 
Read Warriors Don’t Cry by Melba Patillo Beals and brainstorm for National History Day 2019. 
The directions for your assignments can be found here.  
 
HIGH SCHOOL 
 
9th Grade World History I -required 
 

To introduce us to the civilizations we will be studying over the course of next year, you are 
asked to purchase and read a book written by editor of The Economist, Tom Standage, entitled The 
History of the World in 6 Glasses.  The book analyzes the cultural, economic and social impact six 
beverages - beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea and cola - has had on the world.  Beer played an integral part in 
life in ancient Mesopotamia and later in Egypt, holding significant importance in religion and even served 
as a form of currency.  The Greeks, and subsequently the Romans, crafted wine from grapes which 
created a strong economy built on trade and undoubtedly aided in the development of a superior navy. 
The popularization of coffee, believed to originate in the Arabian Peninsula, mirrors the Age of 
Exploration and played a pivotal role in the Scientific Revolution. And as Standage argues, tea was "the 
lubricant that kept the factories running smoothly" during the Industrial Revolution in Britain. Your essay 
and maps are due the first day of class, 4 September. 
 
Part One - Essay 
 
In a one to two page paper, choose one of the beverages listed above - beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea or 
cola - and describe the cultural, economic, social and political impact that drink has had on that specific 
region of the world.  In addition to the effect on that specific civilization, briefly discuss a lasting impact 
that beverage was had on the world that is still seen today. 
 
Part Two - Map  
 
Eastern Hemisphere Map Link  
World Map Link 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PrTHAwyxt0Ux5CGZ7nQcQutTpiiSlhE-aeY9zCPmqVo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ndapa.org/document/d/1HE-x5KfXakrUi3HgttlE45Khr4phekBe62hsQDD4nEI/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/pdf/e_hemis.pdf
https://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/pdf/world_cont.pdf


The History of the World in Six Glasses: Map Activity 
You are going to create two dense/detailed maps, so be neat and tidy. Use two maps —World Map for 
Chapters 5 and 6; Eastern Hemisphere for all other chapters. 
 
1. Chapters 1-4: Eastern Hemisphere 
a. Use yellow to shade the entire area that was touched by the use of beer & wine according to these 
chapters 
 
2. Chapters 5-6: World 
a. Use a pale green to shade the entire area touched by distilled spirits according to these chapters. 
 
3. Chapters 7-8: Eastern Hemisphere 
a. Use a pale blue to shade the entire area touched by coffee according to these areas. 
 
4. Chapters 9-10: Eastern Hemisphere 
a. Use a light brown to shade the entire area touched by tea according to these areas. 
 
10th Grade American Government  
 
Elizabeth and Hazel: Two Women of Little Rock by David Margolick 
Read the book and respond to questions posted on google classroom. 
If you did not receive an invitation to Google Classroom, please contact Ms. Gallagher at 
sgallagher@ndapa.org 
 
 
10th Grade Advanced Placement American Government 
 
Elizabeth and Hazel: Two Women of Little Rock by David Margolick 
Read the book and respond to questions posted on google classroom. 
 
Completion of questions for chapter 1 and 2 for - Edwards, George C. III, Martin P. Wattenberg 
and Robert L Lineberry. Government in America: People, Politics, and Policy, AP 16th Edition 
(2014); New York; Longman, 2014 – ISBN: 978-0-205-86575-8 
Questions posted on google classroom. 
 
If you did not receive an invitation to Google Classroom, please contact Ms. Gallagher at 
sgallagher@ndapa.org 
 
 
 

mailto:sgallagher@ndapa.org
mailto:sgallagher@ndapa.org


 
 
World History II -Elective 
 
Read Cry, the Beloved Country by Alan Paton 
Students will complete an essay on the following prompt.  
 
In his 1948 novel Cry, the Beloved Country, Alan Paton exposes the racial inequality that 
pervaded South African society in the mid-twentieth century .  The institutionalized system of 
racial segregation and economic discrimination known as apartheid began shortly after the 
novel's publication.  However, the overt racial discrimination found in Paton's work tells readers 
that the inequality portrayed in the novel is deeply rooted in the history of the country.  Although 
the characters in his novel are fictional, Paton draws his inspiration from the inequality that he 
witnessed as a youth and as an adult working in the education system.  

- In a three page essay citing specific examples from the novel, describe the 
characters and events Paton creates that depict the racial inequality - social, 
economic, educational, legal - present in mid-twentieth century South African 
society.  

Please hand in a printed copy of your essay to your teacher on the first day of class. 
 
 
11th Grade U.S. History 
Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson 
13th - a documentary directed by Ava DuVernay 
The 11th grade U.S. History Summer Assignment can be found here 
 
 
11th Grade Advanced Placement U.S. History 
Welcome to A.P. United States History. 
 
The textbook for this course is The Unfinished Nation: A Concise History of the American 
People 8th ed. by Alan Brinkley.  
 
This is a college level course that requires college level participation.  The summer reading 
assignment that follows is designed to introduce you to the type of thinking and reading typical 
of an Advanced Placement course.  This should keep you thinking historically and perhaps look 
at the discipline of history in a new light.  Additionally, the readings are intended to enrich the 
beginning of the year and lay groundwork for the course as a whole.  
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wyqvizYv4XQFGueHvWHdBZHzmVkj5HXw0xWB1CPc2lg/edit?usp=sharing


Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson  is “the unforgettable true story about the redeeming potential of 
mercy….Stevenson was a gifted young attorney when he founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a 
legal practice to defending the poor, the wrongly condemned, and those trapped in the furthest 
reaches of our criminal justice system.” (from the book cover).  In addition to your journal entry 
(see below), you should be prepared to discuss these questions on the first day of school.  
 
The next part of your summer reading will be directed by your interests.  
 
First you should choose a biography of any United States President.  Three of the most natural 
choices based both on popularity and influence are George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, and 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt.  The second tier of presidents would be Theodore Roosevelt, 
Thomas Jefferson, Andrew Jackson, Woodrow Wilson, James Madison, Lyndon B. Johnson, 
Harry S. Truman, Dwight D. Eisenhower, and Ronald Reagan.  A third tier of presidents, chosen 
less for their own influence than their role in events at pivotal times, are James Monroe, John 
Adams, John F. Kennedy, Richard Nixon, James Buchanan, Andrew Johnson, Herbert Hoover, 
Grover Cleveland, William McKinley, and James K. Polk.  Please feel free to choose any 
president not on my list, however they might be of less value to you for this course as well as the 
fact that quality biographies might be difficult to find.  

 
Second you should choose one of the following titles from the list of American literature below. 
These works will provide you with needed cultural background from the American past.  

Last of the Mohicans -  James Fenimore Cooper 
Leaves of Grass - Walt Whitman 
Moby Dick - Herman Melville 
Walden  - Henry David Thoreau 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn - Mark Twain  
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer - Mark Twain 
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave - Frederick Douglass 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin - Harriet Beecher Stowe 
The Jungle - Upton Sinclair 
The Sun Also Rises - Ernest Hemingway 
A Farewell to Arms - Ernest Hemingway 
Their Eyes Were Watching God - Zora Neale Hurston 
The Grapes of Wrath - John Steinbeck 

 
You will use each of the three books you read to start the year-long process of keeping a 
dialectical journal.  This journal will be a conversation between you and historical sources 
throughout the year, both primary and secondary sources.  The sources will make claims, 
provoke questions, and provide information that interests, excites, or disturbs you. Your part of 

https://docs.google.com/a/ndapa.org/document/d/1nHfpK_FSH2q2Fnt-hvZk982U0yD952ghl_idPxB7jkM/edit?usp=sharing


the dialectic is to write your reactions, questions, and objections in your journal.  
 
For each dialectical journal entry, you need to quote or paraphrase the sentences or ideas that 
have grabbed your attention, note down the chapter and page number(s) where you encountered 
them, and write an answer. Think of it as a series of letters written to the author about the content 
in his or her book. Feel free to agree. Feel free to disagree, but do so from evidence. Feel free to 
express simple wonder or curiosity.  The length of each entry should be proportional to the 
source.  A full length book should have an entry one and one half pages to two pages single 
spaced.  These first three entries are due 4 September and will be graded.  
 
If you are up for the challenge and not afraid of the workload, then you can do very well.  Please 
e-mail me at your earliest opportunity (tverdi@ndapa.org). I would like to hear about your 
reading progress, answer any questions you might have regarding your reading or the 
assignments, or to discuss the course in general.  
 
Global Studies - Elective 
Student will read either Mountains Beyond Mountains by Tracy Kidder or Behind the Beautiful 
Forevers: Life, Death, and Hope in a Mumbai Undercity by Katherine Boo. Books are provided 
for students.  Student will read the book and respond to questions posted on google classroom.  If 
you did not receive a book contact Ms. Gallagher at sgallagher@ndapa.org 
 
 
Macroeconomics - Elective 
 
Please read The Travels of a T-shirt in the Global Economy, 2nd edition (2015) by Pietra 
Rivoli. Use this document from the Federal Reserve Bank to guide your reading and note taking. 
Classroom discussion and an essay assignment will be due the first week of class. 
 
 
12th Grade - Advanced Placement Comparative Government 
 
Please read Son of the Revolution by Liang Heng and Judith Shapiro during the first part of the 
summer, and Reading Lolita in Tehran by Azar Nafisi during the second half of the summer. 
 
Both works explore post-revolutionary life in countries whose leaders were determined to instill 
commitment to the new ideological ideals.  A cultural revolution was initiated to compel 
orthodoxy in both Mao’s China and Khomeini’s Iran.  Please take notes on the questions raised 
for each book. The questions are posted in Google Classroom and here.  If you did not receive an 

mailto:tverdi@ndapa.org
mailto:sgallagher@ndapa.org
https://www.frbatlanta.org/-/media/documents/education/publications/extra-credit/2011/fall/lessons-and-activities/high-school/international/using-multimedia-t-shirts-to-teach-globalization/discussion-questions.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xnqIES_WgM7WQnMOqR22EuwnQq78C8fW_HEg2gixRGk/edit


invitation to Google Classroom, please email me at jsturner@ndapa.org. You will need the China 
notes in late November and the Iran notes in late January when we study these countries.  During 
our introductory Unit, I will assign an essay asking you to bring together what you learned as a 
result of reading both works.  This will be your first accountability for summer reading.  Further 
accountability will follow when you bring your notes to class. 
 
 
AP Human Geography- Elective 
There will be a book for AP Human Geography and Map Assignments. 
 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind is the immensely engaging and inspiring true account of an 
enterprising African teenager who constructed a windmill from scraps to create electricity for his 
entire community. 
 
The book assignment can be found here and on Google Classroom. The map assignments will be 
posted on Google Classroom. All assignments are due Wednesday, September 5, 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jsturner@ndapa.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17wqrBAtJy3i6DLoPJSK8XetHuDkkcCktrjQfizNYfXM/edit?usp=sharing

