
The Truth About the North Pole 
By Lauren Gunn (’17) 

 
With Santa Claus as a year-round resident, what more could a zip code need to be 

counted among the most exotic in the world? Presumably, everyone knows all there 

is to know about this land of snow and magic. Well, truth be known, the North Pole 

doesn't exactly have a zip code, but there is plenty more to the northernmost region of 

our planet. Did you know… 

1) Global warming is a problem in the North Pole. For those unfamiliar with this 

landscape, the North Pole is actually a floating Arctic ice sheet that sits just one foot 

above sea level. According to the National Scientific Foundation, this ice sheet con-

tinually grows thinner, absorbing the heat energy from the surrounding Arctic Ocean. 

Global warming is the enemy of wildlife in the North Pole as ice plains shrink and 

food sources cannot survive. 
2) 25 to 30% of the world's untapped oil reserves are located in the Arctic Circle. The 

U.S. Geological Survey claims this amount may even be higher since much of the 

region where the North Pole sits has yet to be explored. Here is where the drama be-

gins, as countries such as Russia, Canada, Denmark, and Norway all have laid claims 

to territory in this region. Stay tuned as the UN and the Arctic Council work to find a 

resolution. 
3)  Thanks to icebreaker development and other technologies, the number of indi-

viduals standing on North Pole ice each year continues to grow. Sound like the dream 

vacation you are looking for? Check out websites such as www.polarcruises.com or 

www.poseidonexpeditions.com. Prices for 2017 North Pole adventures start at 

$27,995 per person for access to the "top of the world." 
Stay tuned, as only time will tell what becomes of this unique piece of our planet. For 

certain, it is a place with many more stories to be told. 
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World Affairs Article  
By Meredith Lauzon (’19) 
 
For a high school student to take a stand on North Korea’s possession of weapons of 

mass destruction, a topic that not even our world leaders have been able to solve, is a 

difficult task. Those looking to broaden their horizons or gain knowledge of the ever-

changing world around them could definitely be found at the World Affairs Council of 

Philadelphia’s Student Summit. The 2016 World Affairs Student Summit focused on 

“North Korea’s WMD Wild Card: Managing the World’s Most Destructive Weapons 

in Dangerous Circumstances.” On December 13, students who partake in the World 

Affairs club took the train to Temple University to participate in the Summit.  

 A big conference table filled with uninterested students is what a lot of people en-

vision when hearing about the Summit, yet that scene could not be farther from reality. 

Any student hoping for an easy day off school would be met abruptly with the enthusi-

asm and knowledge that the Summit provided. Each student was assigned a country 

(for example, Japan) and participated in developing long and short term plans for han-

dling North Korea's possession of WMDs. The Summit took an “unexpected” turn 

when countries were met with an announcement that North Korea had experienced a 

failed launch and a nuclear spill. Students representing the countries devised plans and 

solutions to this event, and worked with North Korea. Ultimately, all countries reached 

a compromise—and ND’s participants at the Summit departed not only with an abun-

dance of new knowledge, but a better understanding of the world outside the gates. 

 

 

Winter Ball 2017 
By Gretchen Heisler (’17) 

 
Excitement, anticipation, and anxiety are just a few 

adjectives to describe the week leading up to Winter 

Ball. Thankfully, all those uneasy feelings melt away 

Friday evening when we enter the Gates for the time 

of our lives. Seeing the entrance to our school and 

our gym transformed into a Gatsby party, set the 

mood for the night. DJ Anthony played the perfect 

songs for our “little party”, and the snacks and water 

stations were necessary for when we needed to  

re-energized. In the end, Winter Ball 2017 was the 

perfect night for the 650 guests who attended (an ND 

record!). Relive your memories with our photo jour-

nal (by Julia Walton, ’17) next page.  

Top right: Happy holidays in World Re-

ligions, Period 7. Bottom right: Members 

of the World Affairs Club at the Student 

Summit (photo by Mrs. Gwinn) 

http://www.polarcruises.com/
http://www.poseidonexpeditions.com/


 

Winter Ball: February 4, 2017  (A Photo Journal) 



 

St. Julie Mass 
On February 1, the ND community celebrated the feast day of our 

foundress, St. Julie Billiart, and welcomed three area sisters to re-

new their vows during the service: Sr. Rita Sturwold, Sr. Marie 

Verrilli, and Sr. Helen Bellew, all SNDdeN. Father Bob Murray 

celebrated the Mass, after which the visitors attended various cam-

pus activities. Sister Rita visited Religion classes in North Campus, 

where juniors and seniors enjoyed a lively Q&A session with her.   

In keeping with the Great 

Gatsby theme behind 

"Our Little Party," this 

year’s Winter Ball was 

full of 1920s-inspired 

decorations, from a work-

ing fountain to a photo 

booth with all the necessi-

ties of a flapper-era social 

gala. Of course, the night 

would not be complete 

without the infamous 

green light to make it 

really memorable, and  

Dr. Califf topped things 

off with many evocative 

period photos from the 

ND Archives.   

Ring Mass 
By Victoria Baum, Penelope Rley and 

Boo Susanin (’18) 

In November, the Juniors  received 

their class rings. The beautiful Mass 

began with a reflection from Kate 

Biedermann about what these rings 

have meant to all of the women who 

have walked these halls. During the 

service, the Green class sang “O 

Come, O Come, Emmanuel” and anx-

iously waited for their names to be 

called by Dr. Dwyer to receive their 

ring. The ladies knew that this was not 

merely a new item to add to their jewelry collection, but a symbol of 

their time here and how it is flying by. Once all the girls had their rings 

on, the smiles were contagious. As a surprise to their classmates, 

Brianna Marmorstein and Emily Apadula reprised their Spirit Day song 

as they processed out. The girls sang along, many with tears in their 

eyes for love of ND and their 97 sisters.   

 Why is Ring Mass so special? As is fitting for the season of joy and 

coming together with the ones we love, Junior Ring Mass is a time for 

appreciating the special bond we share as sisters ‘neath the gold and 

blue. While many  schools have their own variations of a ring-

distribution ceremony, there is something to be said about the way in 

which our Ring Mass is distinctly unique and distinctly our own. It falls 

under the same category as Spirit Day and Graduation in that it is a big 

moment that represents our daily lives and our coming of age here at the 

Acad. Our school is special because it is truly a community of girls who 

care about and cherish one another, and the love that we feel for one 

another is felt throughout the ceremony. Not only do we feel sentimental 

as we acknowledge that our time together is coming to an end, but we’re 

excited to reflect on the past we have shared together. Ring Mass brings 

students together in this way. Our Ring Mass celebrates the fact that our 

time here means more than just growing up as an individual—it’s about 

growing up as a unit as well. Ring Mass acknowledges that our time 

inside the Gates is happening right now, and that for us as a class, every-

thing is about to change. There is no denying there will be hard times 

and hard choices for all of us in the years ahead, but our ND sisters will 

be there for us always. Ring Mass affirms this aspect of our school, our 

communal love for one another. It is a beautiful and unique event. 

Global Leadership at ND 
By Juliet Marchesani (’19) 

 Effective this year, Notre Dame has launched the Center for 

Global Leadership, a bold initiative that accurately reflects the inten-

tion of Notre Dame’s foundress to teach students what they need to 

know for life. The goal of the Center is to “provide students with au-

thentic learning experiences that educate, empower, and inspire theme 

to be intellectually curious and compassionate leaders prepared to 

lead and serve the global community.” Led by Mrs. Moffat, the vari-

ety of new opportunities being offered to students does just this. 
 Current programs include the Zhuhai Pen Pal project. Beginning 

during the 2015-2016 school year, the letter writing cultivates com-

munications through Google Classroom with girls aged 15-17 who 

attend the Zhuhai School, an all girls’ school in the Guangdong Prov-

ince of China. A five day domestic trip through Yosemite National 

Park and San Francisco is planned for June of 2017. Emily Carroll 

’18 will represent Notre Dame in a cultural exchange camp at Sacred 

Heart High School for Girls in Taiwan during the Summer of 2017. 

Most recently, six rising juniors and seniors were selected to embark 

on a two week abroad trip to Asia, where they will spend time attend-

ing three of Notre Dame’s sister schools, including Sacred Heart in 

Taipei, ND Seishin in Hiroshima, and St. Nicholas in Singapore. The 

hope is for students from the ND Seishin to stay with ND host fami-

lies and attend our school during the 2017-2018 school year. 
 Incorporation of the program in the classroom is also a point of 

pride for the Global Leadership Center. A global scholar program 

featuring a rigorous curriculum will soon be offered to incoming ND 

freshmen.  In addition, new courses and extracurricular opportunities 

will be constructed with an intentional focus on a globalistic ele-

ment—and as the use of technology becomes advanced at ND, inter-

active global classrooms are going to be tied into everyday learning. 
 Mrs. Moffat is excited and hopeful for the future of the program. 

Future plans  

for the Center 

include more 

exchange pro-

grams, new  

connections  

with schools 

across the globe, 

and foreign ser-

vice programs. 

ND is going 

global! 



Class of 2017: College Confident(ial) 
By Francesca Seykora (’17)   
The Class of 2017 is off to a successful start with an impressive 

amount of college acceptances. The list below not only reflects 

the hard work and intelligence of our students, but also the 

dedication of our college counselors, Mrs. Losey and Mrs. 

Roth, who both played integral roles in each student’s college 

application process. This list is only the beginning, as regular 

acceptances will be released starting in March. 

Winter Sports Recap 
By Brianna Marmorstein (’18) 
With the second semester starting, our winter athletes are rounding 

out their successful seasons. 

The 2017 High School Basketball teams are having great seasons 

so far. The Varsity team has an overall 

record of 12-10 so far this season. The 

team is led by Senior Captains Kara 

Celano and Tess Phillips. The Junior 

Varsity team is having a successful 

season with an overall record of 13-2 

with only two games left this season. 

Their last game is against InterAc rival 

Germantown Academy. 

 The High School Paddle Tennis 

Club has a record number of girls par-

ticipating this year and is continuing to 

grow, with exciting matches against Harri-

ton High School, Conestoga, and Episcopal 

Academy highlighting the schedule.   

 The High School Indoor Track team, 

with brand new head coach, Maggie Brill, 

has had a successful season so far. The cap-

tains this season are Seniors Kelly Boyce, 

Claire Nappi and Sydney Stribrny. The 

team also looks to be 

successful in the State 

Championship, and 

sophomore Jess 

Schneider has already 

qualified for the event. 

 At press time, the 

High School Swim 

team is competing in 

the InterAc Champion-

ships. Front runners 

include Michaela 

McGeary in the 200 

Freestyle and cap-

tains Meg Gentile, 

Michaela McGeary, 

Addie Lennon, 

Campbell Ratigan 

and Taylor Rush all 

look to contribute. 

 On November 

9th, 2016, we cele-

brated 8 Notre Dame athletes who signed to continue their athletic 

careers at the collegiate level. Sarah Boles (Fairfield University, 

Field Hockey), Meg Gentile (Holy Cross, Swimming), Makenzie 

Irvine (Boston University, Lacrosse), Quinn Maguire (St. Joseph’s 

University, Field Hockey), Claire Nappi (University of North Caro-

lina, Lacrosse), Cami Osborne (Georgetown University, Field 

Hockey), Bridget 

Pyott (West Chester 

University, Golf), and 

Olivia Whytosek 

(Marist College, Row-

ing). Congratulations 

and good luck in your 

future athletic careers! 
 

Good luck to all the winter teams as they finish out their seasons! 

Alvernia University 

AMDA - College and Conservatory  

 of the Performing Arts 

American University 

Binghamton University 

Bloomsburg University  

Boston College 

Boston University 

Butler University 

Cabrini College 

Catholic University 

Coastal Carolina University 

College of Charleston 

College of New Jersey 

College of the Holy Cross 

Connecticut College 

DeSales University 

Drexel University 

Duke University 

Duquesne University 

East Stroudsburg University 

Eckerd College 

Elon University 

Fairfield University 

Fairleigh Dickinson University 

Flagler College 

Florida Gulf Coast University 

Fordham University 

Furman University 

George Mason University 

Georgetown University 

Gwynedd Mercy University 

Hawaii Pacific University 

High Point University 

Hofstra University 

Immaculata University 

Indiana University at Bloomington 

Iona College 

Ithaca College 

James Madison University 

La Salle University 

Lehigh University 

Loyola University Chicago 

Loyola University Maryland 

Loyola University New Orleans 

Manhattan College 

Marist College 

Marquette University 

Millersville University  

Moravian College 

New York University 

PACE University,  NYC 

Pennsylvania State University 

Princeton University 

Providence College 

Quinnipiac University 

Robert Morris University (PA) 

Rowan University 

Saint Joseph's University 

Salve Regina University 

San Diego State University 

Savannah College of Art and Design 

Seton Hall University 

Shippensburg University  

Slippery Rock University 

Southern Methodist University 

St. Bonaventure University 

Susquehanna University 

Temple University 

Texas Christian University 

Texas State University  

University of Alabama 

University of Colorado at Boulder 

University of Dayton 

University of Delaware 

University of Georgia 

University of Hawaii at Manoa 

University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign 

University of Maine 

University of Maryland, College Park 

University of Massachusetts, Amherst 

University of Miami 

University of New Hampshire 

University of North Carolina,  

 Chapel Hill 

University of Pennsylvania 

University of Pittsburgh 

University of Scranton 

University of South Carolina 

University of Tampa 

University of the Sciences in PHL 

University of Vermont 

University of Virginia 

Tufts University 

Tulane University 

Villanova University 

Washington College 

Washington University in St. Louis 

Wentworth Institute of Technology 

West Chester University 

West Virginia University 

Xavier University 

York College of Pennsylvania 

Have a great idea for an article for The Gates? Email 

suggestions to Gretchen, Julia or thegates@ndapa.org. 

We’d love to hear from you. 


