
ND Bear Scare 
By Meredith Lauzon and Sarah Howton  (’19) 

As most parents and ND students alike are 

aware, there was a bear sighting in Radnor 

that shook our campus to the core. Well, 

maybe not shook us to our cores, but cer-

tainly shook us up enough to the point of 

chaperones for outdoor walking and lock-

down mode for the Academy. On Saturday, 

September 10, at around 7:30 pm, a 200 

pound black bear was spotted in Radnor. 

From this day on there were constant jokes 

made about the bear including a fake Twitter 

account and endless bear puns. These jokes 

were being made lightly until fear struck 

Notre Dame’s campus when there was a sighting of this sly forest walker less than a 

block away. On Tuesday, September 13 around 1:00 pm, Notre Dame went into lock-

down due to the requests of the Radnor police. Since then there have been very few 

sightings of the bear, and the police have been searching for him with the assistance of 

a drone. After almost a month has passed, we have finally received an update on the 

Radnor Bear. On October 10 the police found the bear in Ridley Creek State Park. 

Now this may sound far fetched and exaggerated, but the park rangers lured him in 

using donuts and maple syrup. At least now we know why the bear was so drawn to-

wards ND; he probably smelled Brocks’ 

morning breakfast goodies. Students 

should now walk around campus with 

ease knowing that the bear has been safely 

removed from our area and relocated to 
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Super Seniors 
By Gretchen Heisler (’17) 
On Tuesday, September 6, the Five Main 

student-council officers—Mary Margaret  

Gayhardt, Annie Stirling, Katie O’Connor, Peggy Burke, and Claire Nappi—organized 

a back to school tailgate party for the Senior class. They chose “Time Flies” as our 

theme for the year because it seems like only yesterday that we were starting our fresh-

man year. After a long hot summer where the seniors spent their time working at malls 

and restaurants, volunteering in hospitals and shelters, traveling out of the country for 

pleasure and service, playing for elite sports teams, studying at colleges and universi-

ties, and hanging out at the beach, they returned to the campus in style, celebrating 

their first day back with music, 

dancing, food, and a lot of 

laughs. Dressed in blue spirit 

wear, including brand new blue 

capes to represent how time is 

flying, the girls decorated their 

cars with slogans, danced to 

the songs blaring out of speak-

ers, and ate delicious cupcakes 

from a food truck. With sun 

shining and the girls catching 

Teacher Features... 
Ms. Elizabeth Surat 

By Taylor Morrison (’18) 

A few days ago, I sat down with Ms. Surat to learn 

some things we’d all like to know about ND’s new 

freshman religion teacher. First, she already knows 

how to represent ND, at least in name: She at-

tended the University of Notre Dame for 4 years 

while studying Political Science and Theology. Not 

only was Notre Dame a great college where Ms. 

Surat made lasting memories, but she also devel-

oped a deeper connection spiritually. She was 

blessed to have an amazing education herself, and 

now wants to give that to other kids. Lucky us! Her 

philosophy? “Education is a precious gift.” 

 From the moment Ms. Surat walked onto cam-

pus, she knew it was a special place. She recalls 

(Our Teacher Features continue on p. 4.) 

up with friends they hadn’t seen over the sum-

mer it was a perfect start to what promises to be 

their best year ever. When it was finally time to 

break it up and enter the building for the first 

time as the Senior Class, our capes came off and 

the realization that this was our last back school 

really hit home and reinforced the notion that 

time really does fly at ND. 

Party Lines  
By Lauren Gunn and Grace Jackson (’19) 
This year, the Presidential election has been driv-

ing the world crazy. It is one of the most contro-

versial topics in recent history. Inside ND, we all 

have our own opinions about who should be 

president (or at least who shouldn’t) and why. 

The Gates asked for your candid opinions on the 

election, the debates, and the candidates. See p.7 

for some responses we received. Want to weigh 

in? Send comments to thegates@ndapa.org. 

Photo of ND bear in perfect uniform by Maddie Lynch (’18) 



Memoirs of the 

Summer Scholars  
Over the summer I 

had the privilege to 

attend the University 

of Notre Dame Lead-

ership Seminar in 

Notre Dame, Indi-

ana. The program 

consisted of about 85 

rising high school 

seniors from across 

the country and 

around the world. 

There were three 

seminars to choose 

from and mine was 

called American 

Arts, Popular Culture and Social Change, a topic that interests me to no 

end. Over the course of two weeks, my new friends and I went to a col-

lege class taught by two  Notre Dame professors and a graduate student, 

we lived in the dorms and ate in the dining hall. Our big project for our 

class was a 15 minute research presentation in groups of four on an as-

signed topic. When I first heard of the assignment I was nervous that it 

would be very difficult, but my topic ended up being very interesting to 

me. My group and I were assigned to research an aspect of American 

history that has been actively “disremembered” by the public and an 

artist that is trying to remedy this systematic suppression. I got to incor-

porate my favorite subject, a Broadway musical, into my portion of the 

presentation. In the end I was very proud of the final project and my 

professors selected my project to be presented at the final colloquium in 

front of the entire program, including the head of the pre-college pro-

grams. We worked very hard, but had so much fun while completing our 

project. I would recommend the Leadership Seminar at the University of 

Notre Dame to anyone excited about learning and meeting new people! 

—by Julia Goldschmidt (’17) 

 
It seems only yesterday I was walking past the golden dome at The Uni-

versity of Notre Dame with my friends on my way to and from classes. 

From staying up late with homework and friends, to waking up early for 

classes, Notre Dame’s Summer Scholars program has been by far my 

most unforgettable experience. Summer Scholars, a two week academic 

summer program at Notre Dame, was far more than just academic rigor 

and extensive homework. It was my friends, the spirited community 

bond, and the school masses in the Basilica that really made the experi-

ence memorable. It was those moments when my friends and I would 

check out a study room to do homework (and watch movies), throw 

spontaneous dance parties on the lawns, or wave hello to the priests on 

our way to South Dining Hall. 

 A typical day at Summer Scholars included waking up at around 

7:30, followed by breakfast. All classes began at nine and, depending on 

which track accepted you (law, contemporary church, entrepreneurship, 

life sciences, literature…), you took classes in a building suited to your 

area of expertise. Lunch was from 12 to 1 and classes resumed from one 

to four in the afternoon. After all of our classes ended, we were free to 

do homework, use the athletic facilities, eat dinner, and hang out with 

friends before our midnight curfew. While Notre Dame is in South 

Bend, Indiana, it was extremely hard to attempt boredom as the Resident 

Counselors and the University always had fun activities and service op-

portunities for us to take part in after our classes and on the weekends. 

 I feel honored to have been a part of the Notre Dame community this 

summer, as it has transformed my life. I made friends that will be with 

me forever and experienced life and learning through an entirely 

new lens. If you love NDA, The University of Notre Dame’s 

Summer Scholars program is just for you.   

—by Noelia Ortiz-Landazabal (’17) 
 

Princeton’s Moral Life and Classical Tradition Seminar  
This summer I had the unique opportunity to study at the Moral 

Life and Classical Tradition seminar at the Witherspoon Institute 

at Princeton University. This seminar studies ancient philosophi-

cal tradition and its influence on the Christian moral life. I had a 

great experience studying under Ana Samuel, Janice Chik Brei-

denbach, and Veronica Roberts. The professors are very interac-

tive and quite knowledgeable in their fields. The program was 

spearheaded by Robbie George, a professor of Jurisprudence at 

Princeton. Along with being a quite brilliant scholar and author, 

he is the Senior Fellow of Witherspoon Institute. Here I met the 

16 other girls rooming with me in the Wilf Hall dormitory. They 

were from all over the country, from Michigan to North Carolina. 

Some were homeschooled, some were of other religions, but all 

of the girls were friendly and determined in their studies.  

 Prior to the week of the seminar, we were required to read 

several Platonic dialogues, the Symposium and the Nicomachean 

Ethics. As we studied each of these pieces, an aspect of contem-

porary issues in moral thought was also introduced, such as abor-

tion or euthanasia.  

 Overall, I enjoyed this seminar very much. It has expanded 

my horizons of thinking and introduced me to new and interest-

ing people from all around the country. This week was the high-

light of my summer, to say the least. I would recommend this 

seminar with great enthusiasm! It was an eye-opening and an all-

around great experience for any high school student looking to 

broaden her horizons of learning. Throughout the week I felt my 

mind using muscles that never seem to have been used before. 

With each new topic, doors to new realms of thought were 

opened to me—this has been truly an incredible feeling. I learned 

so much in just this week, but one of the most essential Socratic 

truths has been re-

vealed to me: “The 

only true wisdom is 

in knowing you 

know nothing.” —

by Nell Riley (’18) 
 

Zoo Story 
This summer I par-

ticipated in a Phila-

delphia Zoo volun-

teer program called 

ZooCREW. The 

endeavor concerns itself mainly with conservation education, so 

we are stationed throughout the zoo to speak with the guests both 

about the animals and about how those animals are currently 

being affected by various environmental factors. 

 While the conservation was a big part of the program, there 

was much more to the overall experience. Everyone I worked 

with was unique and interesting, so working with them over the 

course of several weeks was really fun. Over the course of the 

program, those who shared my shift all became good friends, and 

we still talk to each other even though many of us had to end our 

participation when school started. We were a team, and it was an 

amazing opportunity to learn about teamwork. 

In the Summertime... 



narrowed down to three. I was one of them, meaning I would advance 

to callbacks. Callbacks were special because they meant singing “A 

Little Fall of Rain,” the show’s 

most touching number, with one 

of the dreamy male RAs. I per-

formed the heck out of that 

song, with blocking and all, and 

was ultimately cast in my dream 

role, Eponine. I felt so special 

after hearing this. I may not 

have been the best singer or 

dancer there, but I was Eponine, 

and that meant everything. 

 Much of the program is about preparing us for the daunting task of 

college auditions. The art of the audition was broken down and we 

learned to master each part. Perhaps the most stressful, but coolest, 

part of Artsbridge is that the teachers are all head faculty members of 

major arts universities. Some call it a two-week audition, so there’s 

pressure to put your best foot forward at all times. The teachers are 

experts on technique and the world of musical theater. They’re also 

kind, amazing people. They have your best interests in mind and truly 

care about making you a better performer.  

—by Ally Carbonar (’17) 
 

Youth for Understanding: Kyoto, Japan  
Let me begin by saying that my homestay experience was not the 

amazing life-changing trip some students make theirs out to be. It 

involved a lot of waiting: waiting for the bus, which ran hourly;  

waiting for the end of class, because often I understood nothing; and 

waiting for dinner, which was always very, very late. It involved a lot 

of being told how to do something right only after I had done it 

wrong, and it involved periodic 

big-bug invasions, clothing cri-

ses, and sweat. It involved being 

yelled at for coming home late 

(not my fault) and being yelled 

at—I think—for eating some 

snacks (really not my fault). It 

involved literal days of waiting 

around with one DS game for 

entertainment; that is, getting a 

taste of near-insanity. 

 Somehow, though, I find 

myself missing things there. 

 My favorite experiences—

the times and places I remember 

the most—took place within the 

sphere of Murasakino High 

School. Murasakino is a public 

school, but it is different than 

most Japanese schools in that it 

emphasizes English and the  

opportunities it provides.  

(Continued on p. 5.) 

 The zoo itself also attracts so many people from different places, 

even different countries, that talking to all of the guests was also a 

very enriching experience. People of all ages, races, and back-

grounds came to the zoo, and I learned so much getting to talk to so 

many different people in one day.  

 It was especially rewarding when I got to interact with kids, be-

cause especially the smaller kids had a wonder about them for almost 

everything—I could tell them quite literally anything about the ani-

mals and they would think it was the coolest thing in the world. The 

zoo amazed them, and it was great to be a part of that. It was also a 

great feeling to be able to take part in a helping families have a great 

time together at the zoo. One shift I actually found a lost child and 

helped return her to her mother. To me it was a small favor, only 

taking up in its entirety a few minutes of my day. But to the mother 

and the lost girl’s sister, the tearful, tight hug in which they envel-

oped each other upon reunion spoke volumes about the impact I had. 

—by Emily Carroll (’18) 

 

Time in New England 
Harvard Pre College is a two-week program where you study one 

course—ungraded, to be more conducive to learning. There are three 

sessions, with around 230 students per session. Students get to ex-

perience many aspects of college life and meet students from all over 

the world. 

 It didn’t take long for me to fall in love with everything. I loved 

being able to walk through Cambridge to go anywhere; I loved eat-

ing in a dining hall that looked like Hogwarts; I even  loved my three 

hour computer programming class at 8:30 am. I went to a show, 

learned about VR, and discussed the portrayal of women in the me-

dia. Yet it wasn’t all bliss. I once spent seven hours on homework 

that was supposed to take four. I had to work to keep up with my 

class. My roommate often kept me up doing her homework. I messed 

up doing the laundry. In the long run, though, it didn’t matter. My 

roommate sometimes finished early so I could sleep. I asked more 

questions. I worked harder to finish my homework. I did the laundry 

again. I pushed myself harder because no one else would. 

 Before I knew it, the two weeks disappeared. My class had 

ended, my parents helped me pack up, and my classmates and I went 

back to our homes all over the world (we still keep in touch). Har-

vard has given me an experience I needed to prepare myself for life, 

and I will never regret going. It was very worth it.  

—by Alysa Dinh (’17) 

 

Artsbridge Summer Program 
Last August, I attended the ArtsBridge Summer Program in Chicago, 

a program designed to prepare juniors and seniors interested in 

studying musical theater in college. Each day mimics one at a con-

servatory style musical-theater program, so days were long and 

stressful. I got a huge taste of what college is going to be like. I met 

so many talented people from around the country and made amazing 

connections. I also realized how much work I’ll have to do. My 

roommate could belt higher than anyone I’ve ever met. Her rendition 

of “Take Me or Leave Me” from Rent left me in total awe. I hate to 

say it, but she may have been better than Idina Menzel. A girl in my 

dance class was in a professional ballet company, making me feel 

like a sloth dancing next to her. Often I felt in over my head, but 

those times of uncertainty vanished during an evening rehearsal 

about a week into the program. 

 I entered a studio arranged much like an audition, with chairs in a 

semicircle and a piano off to the side. Once we all filed in, we 

learned we were having mock Les Miserables Broadway auditions. 

Now, if you know me, you know Les Mis is my absolute favorite 

thing on earth. I audibly gasped at this news. I was so ready. 

 After the first round of Eponine auditions, the 20 candidates were  



Teacher Features (continued from p.1) 

thinking about the exercise she’d get walking around campus 

but especially remembers seeing the happiest people she’s 

ever seen at the happiest place on earth. Her favorite spot on 

campus is the cafeteria “Grab and Go” section—perfect with 

her early-morning coffee grab. Besides coffee, Ms. Surat 

loves to run and watch foot-

ball games (Notre Dame 

ones, of course), and right 

now she is currently reading 

The Hopefuls by Jennifer 

Close. Plans for the future? In 

5 years she sees herself 

climbing to the top of Mount 

Kilimanjaro. Talk about 

goals! And when asked for 

“one word that best describes 

ND,” Ms. Surat was ready: 

Inspire.  

 

Mr. Andrew McNally 
By Victoria Baum (’18) 

This year we welcome a new teacher to the English depart-

ment: Mr. Andrew McNally, who teaches AP English Lan-

guage and sophomores British Literature. He grew up not too 

far from here, in the southern hills suburbs of Pittsburgh. He 

attended University of Pittsburgh, and was originally inter-

ested in going into theater. He studied abroad in Ghana one 

year and became very interested in history. He then realized 

he wanted to become a professor and eventually pursued 

graduate studies at University of Minnesota Twin Cities. At 

first he loved the research element, but soon found his pas-

sion was teaching writing. Mr. McNally recently finished his 

dissertation, which he has been working on for four years. 

His topic is the history of internationalism in American edu-

cation. He researched the 1930s and 40s, when Americans 

started thinking about how can we build global citizenship 

through our education system. He had a strong interest in 

internationalism in that period and how diplomacy worked 

with the way that everyday people's lives play out. He will 

present and defend his dissertation later this year to earn his 

PhD. What brought him to ND was wanting to be closer to 

his family, and he had heard nothing but great things about 

our school. What surprised him most about ND was our sense 

of community and how great the girls here are at leadership 

and the discussions during his classes. 

 

Mrs. Michele Slattery 

By Liann Dawson (’18) 

Mrs. Slattery joins the Religion department this year, teach-

ing all of the 6th and 8th graders. She has loved how helpful 

and welcoming everyone is at ND, but most of all she loves 

sharing stories with her students and watching them become 

excited about learning. Prior to teaching at ND, Mrs. Slattery 

taught at various archdiocesan schools at grade levels ranging 

from pre-k to 8th grade for over 15 years. Her daughter, Sio-

bhan (’19), has been a student at Notre Dame since 6th grade, 

so Mrs. Slattery has been on campus multiple times. While on 

campus, Mrs. Slattery admired the educational experience 

Notre Dame has and wanted to be a part of it. She obtained 

her education from West Chester University and St. Joe’s 

University. She has always lived in the Delaware County 

area, growing up in Swarthmore and attending Cardinal 

O’Hara High School. She now lives in Havertown. She has 

three children (Siobhan, Seamus, and Deaglan) and got their 

names from traveling all over Europe, 

including Ireland, with her husband 

before having children. She also has a 

Siberian husky named Polar. This 

month, Mrs. Slattery is most looking 

forward to Spirit Day and seeing the 

skits for the first time since she has 

heard a lot about them.  

Mrs. Changra Tu  
By Alexa Scavetti and Caroline Grimm 

(’18) 

When we think of the language depart-

ment at ND, we imagine Spanish, 

French, and maybe even Latin. Three 

choices are relatively limited compared 

to the 6,500 languages in existence, and 

yet we didn’t even offer the most popu-

lar of these languages until this year: Mandarin, with 1,213,000,000 speak-

ers worldwide. Now all 6th graders are required to take a course in the 

language, but the high school program still remains tied to the more popu-

lar French and Spanish. So why take Mandarin? Says new instructor Mrs. 

Changra Tu, “It’s not any more difficult than any other language….You 

came here to learn to take the challenge.” For Mrs. Tu, Mandarin was her 

first language, having been born just 3 hours outside of Beijing in North-

ern/Central China. Unlike most other languages, Mandarin derives its 

characters from sound rather than writing; however, Mrs. Tu finds writing 

to be “the essence of the language.” With the language comes a rich and 

diverse culture best seen in popular traditions like the Spring Festival 

(Mrs. Tu’s favorite Chinese tradition). Mrs. Tu would like to thank the ND 

community for being so welcoming and supportive of the new program 

and would also like to encourage high school students to consider Manda-

rin as an alternative to the typical Spanish and French. 

 

Mr. Kevin DeCusatis 

By Nell Riley and Barbara Susanin (’18) 

Mr. DeCusatis, the Religion department’s third new teacher, sat down with 

us to talk a little bit about himself and share the story of how he found his 

way to ND. Mr. Decusatis, more commonly known by us students as Mr. 

Deke, studied Theology and Spanish at Boston College as an undergradu-

ate, and went on to study Theology in graduate school. Mr. DeCusatis al-

ways went to Catholic school growing up, but he was no more “into” Re-

ligion than the next guy, until he went on an amazing retreat senior year 

that changed his 

whole view on 

religion and 

would eventually 

change his life. 

From this point 

forward, he be-

came very inter-

ested in theology 

and the Catholic 

faith. In time, 

Mr. Deke found 

that he really 

enjoyed it study-

ing and teaching 

religion, al-

though at first he 

little imagined 

he would one day be a religion teacher or a campus minister. 
 After graduating, Mr. DeCusatis moved to Delaware, where he worked 

at an all boys high school in campus ministry. Here, he led service pro-

jects, retreats, and masses. An all boys school is indeed very different from 

an all girls environment, and especially from ND. Mr. Deke says that boys 



need more order and structure, and he even had to give out detentions at 

his old school. On our campus, he finds the Honor Code a nice change 

of pace. He still lives in Delaware, and he came to ND because he knew 

some girls in college who went here. While these girls were not in the 

same friend group in college, they still made time each week to get to-

gether with one another, a tradition that kept the ND spirit of commu-

nity alive through the college years for these women. Mr. Deke thought 

that this was very special, and he thought that our school must have a 

wonderful sense of community if the girls who went here made time to 

see each other even if they weren’t the best of friends outside of high 

school. Now, he is so happy he is at ND, and he likes to participate in 

school activities to the fullest extent. He participates in the cross country 

team, Honor Corps, and big-little sister meetings. He believes that a 

very important part of the Catholic education is to get involved as a 

teacher, and he definitely does this here at ND. 
 

Mr. Russ Jackson 

By Caroline Adams, Grace Jackson and Kelly Pyott (’20) 

This year we welcome Mr. Russ Jackson to ND. Mr. Jackson is part of 

the ND Facilities team and also drives the shuttle to the Bryn Mawr 

train station available to students this 2016-2017 school year. Many 

students have taken the shuttle this year and it is a great addition to our 

school. We thought it would be good to meet and to get to know Mr. 

Jackson, who is the driver of the van. He told us that he loves the Phila-

delphia Eagles, but his fiancé favors the University of Notre Dame foot-

ball team! Mr. Jackson’s favorite 

outside activity is hiking. The best 

day he has ever had is the day he 

met his fiancé and if they ever got 

a pet, they would choose a dog. 

Although he has only been at Notre 

Dame for a few months, he enjoys 

getting to know the students while 

driving.  If you are interested in 

taking the shuttle, Mr. Jackson 

picks up at 7:10 and 7:35 am at the Bryn 

Mawr train station. In the afternoon, he 

will drop students off at the train station at 3:10, 3:40, and 5:30 pm if 

you have after school sports. It is a ten passenger, very nice, new van 

that is a great way to travel! Welcome, Mr. Jackson! 

Photo Journal: The 2016 Mother-Daughter Picnic! 
A beautiful September 6 made for good times in every grade, 

but especially our seniors, who gathered for a pool jump, a Lif-

ers photo and a floral, if boisterous, class pic.  

Your ride is waiting…. 

This meant that communication was not terribly hard, but also that the 

school experience was a lot different than I expected it to be. In the 

first place, inconsistent with Japanese cultural norms, no uniforms 

were required. In the second, too, my Japanese classmates were even 

more boisterous than my American ones. Although I think the purpose 

of the homestay was to learn about and appreciate our cultural differ-

ences, I actually ended up appreciating our similarities more. The kids 

I talked with were just regular kids, interested in bands, jokes, boy-

friends, and getting through class. Some of them I plan to keep up with 

for a long time. 

 I learned plenty of Japanese during my trip, but I felt most like I 

was making an impact when I was helping teach my classmates Eng-

lish. After all, Japanese may be a passing interest for me—but for 

them, English is an instrumental tool for the future. My favorite part of 

the trip was English club precisely because I knew I was making a dif-

ference in these kids’ lives; Summer Seminar, a three-day English 

workshop for Murasakino students, comes in a close second. These 

events also allowed me to connect with several American Learning 

Teachers, or ALTs. Talking with them, listening to their stories and 

their philosophies, and helping them help kids practice their English 

In the Summertime: Summer Stay in Kyoto 
(Continued from p. 3) 

has led me to consider returning to Japan under the Japan Exchange 

and Teaching (JET) program one day myself.  
 In describing my experience here, I’ve left out a lot of good 

memories: sightseeing with my classmates, taking leisurely trips to 

the conbini (convenience store), and even sometimes waiting for 

the bus at dusk.  Despite the challenges and disappointments, the  

size of the cicadas, and the time spent struggling through my  

host mother’s furious Japanese, this YFU experience was worth 

every minute.  

—by Julia Walton (’17) 



Turandot...or Turandon’t? 
A Review by Peggy Burke (’17) 
 The Italian opera Turandot, composed by Giacomo Puccini, 

tells the story of the harsh and cruel Princess Turandot. The prem-

ise of the opera is that, due to the murder of one of her ancestors, 

Turandot does not want to marry any man. To appease her de-

sires, Turandot and her father set up a test for any man that wants 

to marry her that involves solving three riddles. Any man that 

fails the test is automatically beheaded. When enigmatic suitor 

Calaf finally passes the test, Turandot is afraid and turns to hate 

him. While Calaf and Turandot are intellectually matched, are 

they able to put their pride away and fall in love? Through stun-

ning scenery, beautiful singing, and skilled art direction, Turandot 

takes us through an epic adventure of love and death. 

 The opening of the opera is a very important way to capture 

the minds of the audience, and this Philadelphia Opera Company 

production certainly transports the audience to ancient China. My 

favorite part of the set was the translucent screen at the back of 

the stage. While it seemed like a simple art decision at first, I soon 

realized that it added a deeper connection to Turandot and her 

villagers. The screen separated the villagers from Turandot and 

the King, reflecting the gulf between royalty and commoner. It 

made Turandot and her father seem above everyone else. With 

Turandot behind the screen during the beheading of the Prince of 

Persia, the audience was able to see who Turandot was without 

her having to say anything. The set was designed so that there 

were areas that were elevated and others flat. The areas of eleva-

tion made a town center where the beheadings would occur, al-

lowing the audience to see how public the beheadings were. The 

points of elevation also made it so that the villagers traveled like 

in a real town which added to the realism of the opera. Even 

though it seemed simply designed, the set allowed spectators to be 

fully immersed in the culture and life of the ancient Chinese city 

where Turandot reigns.   

 While Liu, the servant girl (Joyce El-Khoury), was seemingly 

unimpressive towards the beginning, with some notes not fully 

hitting the vocal mark, she made up for her soft notes with her 

beautiful aria in the torture scene. Aside from her flawless voice, I 

was able to feel her emotion even without understanding her lan-

guage. Her visible mental and psychological pain made the audi-

ence feel for her, connecting to Liu and despising Turandot for 

putting her through so much pain. So while Liu may seem unre-

markable at first, you will soon fall in love with her character and 

find her to be so much more than just a servant.   
 The comic-relief, spotlight-stealing characters of the opera 

were, without a doubt, the hilarious Ping, Pang, and Pong (Daniel 

Belcher, Julius Ahn and Joseph Gaines). These “three stooges” as 

I will refer to them from now on, were probably the most relatable 

characters in the entire show. Throughout the opera, they were the 

only ones that seemed to notice how truly terrible Turandot was. 

They reflected what the audience was thinking and put it into Ital-

ian opera on stage. They described what the audience was think-

ing while staying true to their own characters and time period. 

While they had a terrific comedic effect on the audience, they 

were also pleasing to the ears and eyes. I love good harmonies 

and the three stooges gave me what I wanted. They sang with 

such strong harmonies I began wanting to get the cast recording 

and listen to their songs at home. Their dancing was also some-

thing to wake up for. The dance with the umbrellas was so simple 

yet hilarious. They managed to stay in sync, vocally and physi-

cally. I would watch an entire opera featuring just Ping, Pang, and 

Pong, and I believe that anyone else who saw the show would 

agree with me on that point.  

 As for Calaf and Turandot, to be honest, I loathed them both,  

which may affect what I thought of their performances. I was 

surprised because Turandot was hardly in the first or second acts. 

When she commanded the stage, though, Turandot (Christine 

Goerke) had a beautiful and strong soprano voice that added to 

her strong and frightening character. With her great voice came 

magnificent acting chops, but do not expect much dancing from 

her. While her character was truly despicable, the actress who 

played her was very talented indeed. Calaf (Marco Berti) was 

equally as impressive with his show-stopping rendition of 

“Nessun Dorma,” which inspired “bravos” and tears in the capti-

vated audience. Their immense vocal talent notwithstanding, I 

had a difficult time believing that Calaf and Turandot were actu-

ally in love by the end of the play. It could be because I am a 

realist at heart and find it completely unrealistic that a man would 

fall in love on sight with a murdering dictator. But that’s just me.  

 Turandot is a remarkable opera with brilliant actors and beau-

tiful art direction that adds to the entire experience of the per-

formance. I would recommend this production to anyone, from 

high schoolers to my grandmother. Once you get past the unreal-

istic plot, it is easy to get immersed into the story of Turandot and 

her quest for someone to behead… I mean love.  

Rethinking Midterms 
By Juliet Marchesani (’19) 
For students, the thought of midterms on the horizon brings the thought 

of the close of the academic quarter into perspective. Despite this, it 

seems that Notre Dame students may not be spending their Christmas 

breaks studying for midterms this year. 

 Although not officially announced to students, within the first few 

days of school, Reject Row and other halls alike were abuzz with the 

idea that midterms might not be happening this year. For seniors, jun-

iors, and sophomores, this means their midterm careers may be cut 

short. For freshman, it means they won’t be seeing midterms at all. 

A few weeks later, a more realistic image of what this year’s midterms 

would look like came into focus. The general student perception was 

that an accumulative assessment, given between late December and 

early February, would still be given by most teachers. Teachers would 

be held accountable for making sure that some form of a cumulative 

exam would be given, but the structure and format would be up to them. 

 According to Mrs. Kim Eife, the academic dean, “there are two  

major reasons for the change to midterm exam week. The first is to  

allow for more instructional time.” Indeed, both the exam day and any 

course-review dates will now revert to regular classes. “Destructuring 

midterms,” says Mrs. Eife, “will allow for more class time, as well as 

enrichment activities.” As for the second reason: “The assessment proc-

ess will now be continuous….By removing midterms, [Notre Dame] is 

allowing for more project-based learning and authentic assessments. 



Party Lines (Continued from p. 1) 

Compiled by Lauren Gunn and Grace Jackson (’19) 
A recent poll indicates that 7% of Americans have lost a friend over this 

election. While that’s a pretty low percentage, The Gates decided to take 

no chances. Below we offer excerpted comments from all 10 of you who 

have responded so far to our schoolwide opinion poll.  

 

“After this election, I am hoping that 

a more peaceful country emerges. For 

over a year, everything has been all 

about the candidates and the contro-

versy about them. No matter what 

candidate wins the election, I desper-

ately want all of the drama to reduce 

so we can focus on and actually do 

something about the issues facing our 

country.” —12th grader 

 
“The thing that I find the most interesting, especially as we get closer, are 

the debates. Debates have always had candidates interrupting each other 

and going over time and dodging questions, and sure, candidates aren’t 

usually best friends or particularly fond of one another, but in this election 

there has been a lot of outright hate and disrespect between candidates. 

The thing that has really highlighted their lack of respect for one another 

is not shaking hands before or after debating.” —11th grader 
 

“I’m really scared about this election, and that’s not the emotion I should 

feel when choosing a president. It’s the first election I can vote in and I 

definitely don’t want Trump, but then again Hillary seems smug to me. I 

wish Joe Biden were running for president. He’s great! I will probably 

end up wasting my vote and vote for my dad or Batman.” —12th grader 
 

“The election this year is unlike any other, remaining very tight and tense. 

I have heard some opinions on both candidates and many people feel very 

strongly for their own candidate. I hope that the U.S. is able to continue to 

be a strong, united, hard working country.” —9th grader 

 
“These debates, and this election overall, are unlike any in our country’s 

history because the nature of them has been far more petty. Media has not 

been focused on the issues and the candidates’ platforms, but rather the 

candidates’ pasts and the newest gossip about each of them. Therefore, I 

feel that there are a lot of unresolved issues that need to be discussed in 

the next two weeks before the election.” —12th grader 

 
“This election is not the best. Many people don’t want to vote for either 

candidate because their values are not represented either way, and the 

Republican party seems like it is breaking apart from the inside. After this 

election, I want a stronger country, but I don’t know if that will happen. 

There are so many domestic and global issues that have recently become 

very prominent, such as police brutality, racism, refugees, the Middle 

East, Russia, North Korea, and nuclear weaponry. The debates offer no 

real information about any of the policies—just an arena where both can-

didates can twist the question and insult their opponent. If there were a 

third party candidate who had not made major flubs about Aleppo, 

then I think this could be the election where a third party had a chance 

of winning. That said, I would rather see other candidates running for 

office—at the very least, people who would not divide the country in 

half after the election. If one candidate is chosen, half the country will 

be furious, and if the other wins the other half will be. It’s like a vol-

cano, with all these issues piling on until the country explodes. No 

one can talk politics anymore because it is a guarantee that someone is 

going to be offended. There is so many issues, yet no one is doing 

anything about them. I’m frustrated and worried about what kind of 

country we will inherit.”—12th grader 

 
“I feel like one of the most important issues is the future of the Re-

publican party, which is uncertain at best, given that the current elec-

tion has given a voice to the disgusting white supremacist alt-right by 

creating a Breitbart, Drudge, and FOX news media-bubble. Somehow, 

blatant lying has become the norm, with Trump still refusing to ac-

knowledge his earlier contradictory statements on birtherism and the 

Iraq War. Meanwhile, Speaker Paul Ryan recently endorsed Trump, 

which he awkwardly waited until now to do, hoping to preserve some 

form of party unity. With all this in mind, for someone to say that she/

he is voting third party, as if the two candidates are equivalent in any 

way is irresponsible, to say the least.” —11th grader 
 

“I don’t know how I’ll vote. This election reminds me too much of a 

soap opera. Have I been watching presidential debates or the newest 

episodes of Days of Our Lives?” —12th grader 

 

“This election has been depressing and full of anxiety for almost  

everyone, I think. Both candidates are in their own ways unfit for the 

position—but it’s mind-blowing that one is so much more unqualified 

than the other. The rise of Donald Trump is a reflection of American 

nationalism and fear in response to terrorism, but it is also a result of 

fragmentation within the Republican Party. It’ll be interesting to see 

where the Republicans go from here.” —12th grader 
 

“I’m frustrated that the GOP is still formally backing Trump—I find it 

hard to understand why the Republican party would want to remain 

associated with him. After his voice recording from 2005 leaked, he 

called it ‘locker room talk.’ Making excuses like that promotes rape 

culture and the further objectification of women. Also, since his re-

cent sexual assault allegations, Trump has been saying some pretty 

offensive things. I understand that he is trying to defend himself, but 

many women do not report sexual assault because of language like his 

in the first place. Women are fighting for reform in our legal response 

to sexual assault in Amer-

ica, and I’m afraid that if 

Trump becomes elected, he 

will veto a bill pertaining 

to it. I’m going to college 

next year, and the thought 

that something like that 

could happen to me is terri-

fying.” —12th grader 

Students will notice that, with this change in midterms, there will be 

more variety in how they are assessed.”  

 Mrs. Emily Giannantonio, one of Notre Dame’s two chemistry 

teachers, commented, “I see the pros and cons,” because “it’s a really 

bad weather time of year,” and, “we have days off and it makes a 

whole mess.” Asked about the importance of midterms, Mrs. Gian-

nantonio says, “it’s important for girls to have cumulative tests.” In 

place of a standard midterm, she is, “planning to do two cumulative 

type tests, one in early December and then another in March. This will 

replace the traditional midterm with a more segmented exam proc-

ess. Despite this change she does not feel that it will dramatically 

affect her class. Science department chair Mr. Daniel Cushing felt 

similarly to Mrs. Giannantonio, observing that “it doesn’t affect 

how we do assessments that we currently do.” According to Mr. 

Cushing, this would most likely be the case for the science depart-

ment as a whole. Mrs. Kim Eife believes that a change in emphasis 

will help growth and learning be multidimensional. “Rather than 

focusing on grades,” she says, “I prefer to focus on learning.” 



and the InterAc league title. 

Defeating InterAc rival 

GA, the Irish aim for an-

other InterAc title as they 

gear up for the PAISAA 

tournament. Good luck to 

all of the fall teams as they 

finish their seasons!  

 

Photo Journal: Fall Fling 2016! 

The Fling’s the Thing 
By Kiley Atkins 
This year’s Fall Fling was definitely the best I have been to. 

Students were greeted by the Five Main, and then—entering 

Harron—stepped into a “time machine,” with clocks every-

where, to emphasize the theme of “Nostalgia Night.” The 

Aimee Willard Gym was lit with blue lights with ND’s beloved 

DJ Anthony front and center under a projector screen. One of 

my favorite parts of Fall Fling is admiring all of the costumes, 

and this year they were amazing. Groups of students dressed up 

as the cast of Suite Life of Zack and Cody, Gossip Girl, Victori-

ous, Peanuts, and more. Many people received pink beads to 

participate in the annual costume contest, but the final four con-

testants participated in a dance-off to decide the winner. The 

winning trio: three sophs dressed as Sam, Carly, and T-Bo from 

the Nickelodeon show iCarly. Runners-up were the Stribrny 

sisters, who came as the musical duo Twenty One Pilots. As for 

me, I came as Zenon, from the Disney Channel original film 

Zenon: Girl of the 21st Century. Nowhere else in the world 

could I show up in pigtails and a metallic pink bodysuit under a 

teal skirt and vest—and still be complimented. As a senior, I 

was nostalgic not only for the costumes and songs of my child-

hood, but also because I recalled all the Fall Flings of my past. 

I am glad this year’s was so enjoyable; it allowed my blue  

sisters and I to dance our hearts out one last time. If you missed 

it, you’ll want to catch next year and every year you can. You 

won’t believe how fast time flies at ND.  

Fall Sports Recap 
By Brianna Marmorstein (’18) 
While most of us have been settling into the school year, our ath-

letes have been hard at work having successful seasons. 

 The 2016 HS Field Hockey team is returning a strong senior 

class with Sarah Boles, Victoria Carlini, Gretchen Heisler, Colleen 

Kearney, Ryan Loftus, Kathleen Trusk and captains Quinn 

Maguire, Mary Kate Neff and Cami Osborne. The team also has a 

solid mix of 

juniors and un-

derclassmen to 

round off the 

group. With 

these strong 

leaders and 

young, talented 

players, the Var-

sity and JV Field Hockey teams are off to a great start. Varsity has 

already secured big out-of-league wins against Archbishop Carroll 

and The Hill School and tied the top ranked team, Merion Mercy. 

The Irish currently lead the InterAc league with no losses and a big 

win against rival Episcopal Academy. 

 The 2016 HS Soccer team started the season off strong with 

two wins against strong out-of-league teams and three ties against 

Friends Central, Merion Mercy and Agnes Irwin. Coach Ben 

Davey, in his second season with the Irish, 

continues to develop the HS Soccer pro-

gram into an InterAc threat, but with the 

InterAc league one of the toughest in PA, 

and the remainder of their season consist-

ing of InterAc games, the Irish have a 

tough road ahead. 

 The 2016 HS Tennis team is having a 

strong season so far with Varsity’s record 

at 7-2 and JV at 7-1. McKenna Bramlage 

leads the way as the #1 Singles player, and Grace Leasure and 

Natalie Hughes as #1 doubles. The team competes in the InterAc 

Championships on October 18th at Episcopal Academy. 

 After last year’s InterAc Championship title, the Cross Coun-

try team has a big target on their back for this season. Luckily, they 

are lead by seniors Peggy Burke 

and Sydney Stribrny, who are 

ready to capture another title at 

the end of October. Senior Cap-

tain Peggy Burke says, “The 

Cross Country team has been working very hard all season not only 

to improve our times, but to bond as a team. While we did great at 

Delcos, we are so excited to do even better at InterAcs and States 

with the help of our coaches and teammates.” The InterAc competi-

tion is evenly matched and it will all come down to the InterAc 

Championships on 10/17. Both Varsity and JV need personal bests 

for  another 

1st place 

trophy. 

 At press 

time, the 

2016 HS 

Volleyball 
team is off 

to a great 

start. With the loss of 7 players to graduation, a rebuilding year 

would seem to be expected; however, with the return of a core 

group of strong players and the addition of talented young players, 

the Irish looking for their 4th consecutive PAISAA Championship 


