Lettered Literate Ladies

~ Academy of Notre Dame


Lent Traditions
Kate Ranaudo
Lent is a sacred season of the Liturgical Calendar. Lent
begins with Ash Wednesday when most Catholics receive
ashes on their forehead. It represents a holy holiday and is a
visual symbol to remind others that you are a Catholic.
During Lent, some people chose to give up a bad habit, a
distraction, or fast from eating a certain food. There is also
another way to approach Lent: taking up a good deed, trying
to do a nice thing every day, or praying a little more each
day. Doing a random act of kindness every day is a great
thing to do during the season of Lent. Everybody does what
he/she feels is right for him/her during this holy season.
Remember, this season is not about skipping dessert or not
playing on your phone; it's about growing closer to God and
trying to be a better person during the 40 days of Lent.
Water
Alexis Hurchalla
Water is a very important resource in the world.
Everyone relies on water. That is why this year’s theme for
the Academy of Notre Dame is water. Water is necessary to
life in order to survive. Some third world countries cannot
access clean drinkable water. The people have to drink dirty
and contaminated water to survive, and the water they are
drinking is not helping them; it is hurting them. Sometimes
people do not consider the benefit of having clean drinking
water. The United States loses up to 10,000 gallons of water
per year; that is just on pipes leaking alone. Our community
can do things to cut back on water waste. Everyone can take
shorter showers, turn off the water when brushing teeth and
use only reusable water bottles.

Creative Explorations
Amy White and Samantha Smoot
During the third quarter, the sixth grade completed a
project on different interests. Each student wrote a
fiveparagraph essay, a short speech, and created a 3D
model. One student topic was “Is Social Media Good or
Bad? The Risks of the Internet” with an added presentation
of a social media mobile to the class. On Grandparents’
Day, the students had the opportunity to present their
speeches and projects to their grandparents or special
friends. Each presentation was interesting and
demonstrated a great deal of time and effort.
“The Eiffel Tower”
Honor Henry

“Nazi Plunder”
Brooke Husar
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Annie,
Jr

.
Kiera Chambers
Lettered Literate Ladies interviewed the three directors of
the Middle School Musical, 
Annie, Jr. 
The first to be
interviewed was Mrs. Miller.
LLL: 
Is it hard to get the students to harmonize together?

Mrs. Miller: 
Depending on the difficulty of the songs, it can
sometimes be difficult to get students to sing in harmony.
However, with some practice everything usually comes
together.
LLL:
Do you enjoy listening to the songs after the students

Finally, Lettered Literate Ladies interviewed Mr. Dietzler.
LLL: 
Is it hard to think of blocking/places? Or do you
normally see an image in your mind?

Mr. Dietzler: 
Yes, it can be tricky to do the blocking, but I
actually do envision it in my mind  What will it look like
to the audience? Are the characters seen? Are the
characters heard? Then, I rely on Mrs. Devenney, Mrs.
Miller, and other actors to tell me what they think, as
audience members watching the scene.
LLL: 
Do you ever have a hard time getting the children to

have practiced?

cooperate?

Mrs. Miller:
Yes, I absolutely enjoy listening to the songs
after the students have practiced and perfected the songs!
LLL:
Which song do you like the most?

A: O
nly on a few occasions. I enjoy working with young
people immensely  the energy, dedication, ideas, and
bright personalities are awesome! I believe young people
are wonderful folks, and the y simply have so much energy
that it flies all over the place.
LLL: 
After you have finished blocking, is it entertaining

Mrs. Miller: 
I actually have two songs that I think tie for my
favorite. One is "Hooverville" and the other is “You're Never
Fully Dressed Without a Smile.”
LLL: 
Do you listen to the song multiple times before
teaching the students?

Mrs. Miller: 
Yes! It is important to be familiar with all of
the songs before starting to teach them. It is also helpful to
get different ideas on the many possibilities of how the song
could go together.
The next interview was with Mrs. Devenney.
LLL: 
Is it hard to choreograph some of the dances?

to watch the students perform it on stage?

A: A
bsolutely!!! It is my 
favorite
part. I love to see the
finished product, and I love to watch the young actors and
technicians discover the moment when they are 
really
telling the story, and truly getting into the blocking, the
songs, the scene changes, everything! Seeing an audience
member smile, laugh, cry  and applaud  means we have
done our jobs!

Mrs. Devenney: 
The choreography itself is not difficult, but
there are different challenges because the dance has to be

within a scene. The choreography must relate to the existing
scene plus the director has input on the "look" he or she is
going for.
LLL: 
Do most of the students cooperate?

Mrs. Devenney: 
Absolutely!
My Notre Dame girls are

always willing to give me 110%

LLL: 
Which dance did you like choreographing the most?

Mrs. Devenney:
I really enjoyed “Hooverville” because of
the humor expressed in the angry lyrics!
LLL: 
Which dance was hardest to choreograph?

Mrs. Devenney: “
I Think I am Going To Like it Here” was a
challenge. We had both feather dusters and trays to
incorporate into the choreography.
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Dr. Seuss Survey
Amy White
Dr. Seuss’s birthday is celebrated each year on March 3rd
because it is recognized as an important literature event. To
celebrate his birthday, LLL sent a survey to all of the Middle
School students to determine Notre Dame’s favorite Dr.Seuss
book. There were six options: 
Green Eggs and Ham, The
Lorax, Oh, the Places You’ll Go, The Cat and the Hat, and
One Fish Two Fish Red Fish Blue Fish
. Notre Dame’s
favorite book was 
The Lorax
.

Celebrating National Black History Month
Jordyn Williams
Black History Month is celebrated during the month of

February as many great achievements of past and present
African Americans are acknowledged. In 1915, Dr. Carter G.
Woodson and Rev. Jesse E. Moorland cofounded the
Association for the Study of African American Life and
History. The two men wanted African Americans to learn
about their own culture and history. For example, in 1912,
Dr. Woodson became the second African American to earn a
doctorate degree or Ph.D. from Harvard University.
In 1926, Dr. Woodson who is known as the “Father of
Black History” sponsored and created national Black History
Week. He chose the second week in February to honor
Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglas because it coincides
with their birthdays. These two men were influential in the
struggle for African American rights. In the 1960s with some
help from the Civil Rights Movement, Black History Week
soon became Black History Month. The nation now observes
this month long celebration as people of all backgrounds
commemorate the contributions African Americans have
made to society.

Middle School Art
Alexis Hurchalla


These collages were created by the sixth grade art
classes. They are inspired by the artist Keith Haring who
always used black lines around whatever he drew, and that
is why the students used bold lines around the figures.

Source: 
http://www.history.com/topics/blackhistory/blackhistorymonth
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National Poetry Month
Amy White
April is National Poetry Month. The recognition of poetry
began in 1968 by the Academy of American Poets and is still
celebrated today. In honor of this holiday, here is an original
poem.
Spring!
It’s what make the flowers spring
Spring!
It’s what makes the rain pitter patter on the roof
Spring!
It’s what make the birds chirp chirp chirp
Spring!

Danni Falcone (Above)  
Claire Chaplin (Below)
(Grade 7)
(Grade 6)

Evening of the Arts
Samantha Smoot
On May 12, 2016, all the Notre Dame middle school
students showcased both art and music that they had
worked to perfection these past few months. For the music
side, sixth grade performed the songs “Cantate Deo” from
Water Music Suite
and “Candle on the Water.” The
seventh grade performed “The Water is Wide” and “Under
the Sea.” Eighth grade presented a variety of bell pieces in
different keys. The ensemble performed the songs “Viva
La Vida,” “Danny Boy,” and “Quaker Song.” For the
ensemble and dancing portion of Evening of the Arts, the
sixth graders danced to “Here Comes the Rain Again 
Freemasons Remix”
(Eurythmics), 
“Wade in the Water”
(Namito and Rummy Sharma), 
and “Singin’ in the Rain

Remix” 
(Gene Kelly)
. The seventh grade performed
“Everytime It Rains”
(Charlotte Martin)
, “Make It Rain”
(Ed Sheeran),
and “Orinoco Flow  PrototypeRaptor
Remix”
(Enya)
. “Celebration in C” on handbells
(arr.
Keller), 
“Red Rain”
(Peter Gabriel), 
“Umbrella 
Acoustic”
(Rihanna), 
“Thunder” 
(Nuttin’ But Stringz),
“Celebration in F” on handbells
(arr. Keller), 
“Celebration
in G” on Handbells 
(arr. Keller) 
were performed by the
eighth grade. Finally, Dance Company shared an
interpretation of “Beatbox” 
(Tittsworth)
,
and “It Will

Rain”
by Bruno Mars

.
The outstanding talent shared with
the audience was an excellent way to showcase the diverse
abilities of the Notre Dame Middle School!
Hanna Bodner (Grade 7)
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