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T he G ates
WELCOME TO THE GATES

We are excited to announce the 50th volume of The Gates, 

Notre Dame's student-produced newspaper--and our f irst 

issue of the 2015-2016 school year!

We have made a number of improvements to our design 

and our products, including launching our website at 

https:/ / sites.google.com/site/a/ndapa.org/ the-gates. We 

will be updating the Gates site with bonus content 

regularly, so don't wait to check it out!

~Janet Wu ('16), Editor-in-Chief

THE POPE VISITS PHILLY
Voice in the Crowd, by Nohelia Ortiz-Landazabal ('17)

While some were standing for hours waiting to catch a glimpse of the 
Pope, Michelle Noblitt, had the opportunity to be a member of the 
Papal High School Choir which sang at The World Meeting of Families 
Mass on Sunday September 27, 2015.  ... continued on page 5

Seeing is Believing, by Daniella Jose ('17)

The days leading up to the Papal Mass were very exciting. I knew I was 
going to go and I hoped to get a look at the pope in person and not on 
the jumbo screen. I understood that this would be dif f icult because 
over a mill ion people were going to attend and it was more than likely 
that I wouldn't be able to see him. The day was hectic to say the least. 
It was super crowded and trying to go through the security checkpoint 
took about 3 hours. Finally we (my family and I) got in and we looked 
around for a spot to sit.  ... continued on page 5
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Janet Wu, center, f lanked by her senior editors.
From left to right: Claire Thompson, Carina Condiles, Dana Kieft, Janet 

Wu, Olivia Chow, Rachel Weber, and Jordan Pietraf itta.
Not pictured: Carly Dagit, Jenna Land, and Catie Cullen.



2

Written by Liann Dawson ('18)

Sophomore year is normally a comfortable grade level to occupy. We are not the youngest in high school, we aren?t facing a 
hard junior year yet, and we also are not under the stress of applying for college. We know what is going on in the school but aren?t 
under too much pressure. The classes are definitely more challenging than last year, especially with the option of taking AP classes 
and electives.  However, here at NDA we did have some adjustments to make to our expected routines. So far, the new 
changes--entering a new grade, the modif ied schedule, and the cafeteria--have been good. I was a litt le bit apprehensive about 
whether I?d be able to survive long periods of t ime in a class, but the day goes by quickly. Longer class periods enable us to focus on 
the subject more and ask more questions to gain a deeper understanding of the material. Besides having club meetings, Community 
Time lets us get homework done, study, collaborate with other students, or get a snack. ?Resource? periods for underclassmen are 
better t imes for us to visit the Writing Center or Math Center for help, instead of missing out on lunch time. REAM days, regarding 
lunch, turned out to be a great change. At f irst, we were concerned about not having a set ?lunch group? for the rest of the year, but it 
is beneficial not to have lunch with the same people every single day. Eating with dif ferent people allows us to socialize with other 
groups of friends. Additionally, the cafeteria?s new food is delicious! Students appreciate the convenience of the "to-go" area, and 
with a variety of food to choose from, we never get bored with what it has to offer. The spoon/ fork/ knife dispenser lessens the 
spread of germs since we just need to push the handle for each utensil to pop out, instead of touching all of the utensils to get one. 
There is plenty of room for everyone to sit in the cafeteria with three dif ferent areas to choose from. I am very excited for the rest of 
sophomore year with my ND sisters!
 

The Year in Review (so far): Sophomore Perspective

Sophomores Rebecca Morris and Paige Newbold

Sophomores Sarah Crinnion  and Jen Dudzinsky

Freshmen Lauren Curran, Hailey Opperman, Katie 

Brennan, Anna Dewey, and Erin Byrd

Sophomores Emily Carroll, K
atie Liebeskind, 

Charlotte Bradley, and Ryan-Elizabeth Cella
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Written by Jordan Pietraf itta ('16)

As a senior, I anticipated that the transition into my last year of high school would be the easiest, as I?ve already gone 
through three years--yet, it has been more dif f icult than I imagined.  I?m stil l trying to get used to the fact that this year, the 
2015-2016 school year, is my last of seven years at the Academy of Notre Dame. As an ND lifer, I know that I?m in denial about 
graduating at the end of the year, a mere nine months away, and I just don?t want to leave. Fortunately, I think that most of my 
classmates are on the same page as I am, so we can talk to each other about this feeling of denial. But onto the changes of this year!

Most people (except those new to the school) know that the block schedule is brand new to Notre Dame this year. I?m sure 
it?s stil l taking some getting used to, especially since we?ve only gone through three cycles, but overall, I?m really enjoying the block 
schedule. I?m just truly enjoying the setup of f ive classes a day ? there seems to be a slightly smaller amount of homework and the 
classes pass by just as quickly in an hour as they did in 45 minutes. It sounds impossible, but the extra f if teen minutes makes the 
class drag on less. I think if  I had to pick, though, the most dif f icult part of becoming accustomed to it would have to be the lunch 
periods. Every day, my friends and I have a discussion before school about who has what lunch period and if  you have a REAM class, 
whether you eat before or after, etc. It becomes a very complicated conversation, but we?re usually able to f igure it out. So far this 
year, I?ve most enjoyed being able to reconnect with classmates and friends I hadn?t seen in a while (shoutout to ND WoCo <3). With 
the variety of people in each of my classes, I have the opportunity to become closer with students I?ve never really had classes with 
before. This is especially helpful when these girls are seniors, and we can worry and fret about college together. The college 
application and admissions process is quite tedious and very stressful, so having a class of 99 girls going through the exact same 
ordeal makes it slightly more tolerable. At the end of the day, though, it?s just great to know that the seniors will be making the most 
of our last year here, together. 

The Year in Review (so far): Senior Perspective

Seniors Aliyah Stokes, Plaseh Dennis, Kira Lans, and Vicky Brooks Senior Casey McCoy with her mother

Seniors Julia Conser, Jo Tomkiewicz, Caroline Booraem, 
and Becca Gleeson

Seniors Jess Czachor, Claire Thompson, Cayla Preston, 
and Madi Brennan



Written by Gretchen Heisler ('17)

The annual Mother-Daughter picnic took place on September 3rd, and I think it was the best one yet. Although it was one of 
the hottest days of the year, once the dancing got started, no one seemed to notice the heat. With a DJ, a snow-cone truck, and a 
pool, everywhere you turned there was something to do and something to eat!  After celebrating Mass with our mothers, we made 
our way out to the Mansion lawn to start the picnic. The lawn was 
decorated with large balloons that identif ied the graduation year of 
all the classes. Everyone set up blankets with their friends and 
family and ate their picnic lunches. I enjoyed a cool Starbucks yogurt 
parfait!  After lunch, with the temperature soaring to about 98°, the 
seniors decided the only solution to beat the heat was to jump in the 
pool. They were soon followed by girls from every class who swam 
in their uniforms. While that group stayed cool. another crowd soon 
made its way over to the Mansion patio to dance. As usual, DJ 
Anthony did not disappoint: he played everything from ?Watch Me? 
to ?Aaron?s House Party.? It doesn't get any better than that, does it? 
After an exhausting dance session, it was time to call it a day.  

Watching everyone have such a great t ime with their 
mothers and their classmates, I realized how fortunate we are that 
our school has such amazing traditions like the Mother-Daughter 
picnic.  I am already looking forward to next year's picnic. Your mom 
plus food, friends, and Notre Dame equals a perfect combination! 

Mother-Daughter Picnic
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Anything Goes is Preparing to Set Sail for Notre Dame 
Written by Christina Dietzler ('16)

Rehearsals are underway for ND?s next theatrical production Anything Goes! Since the f irst week of school, ND girls have joined boys 
from various schools (such as Radnor and Malvern Prep) to sing and dance at least three days a week. The cast even held a Papal 
Pizza Party for a f ive-hour rehearsal on Tuesday, September 21, before the World Meeting of Families break. The show revolves 
around worldly night club singer Reno Sweeney (Casey McCoy ?16) who falls in love with Wall Street broker Billy Crocker (Brendan 
Desanto, Radnor). However, Billy is madly in love with elegant debutante Hope Harcourt (Christina Dietzler ?16), who happens to be 
engaged to Lord Evelyn Oakleigh (Louis Serlenga, Radnor) just to please her riches-seeking mother (Molly McCarthy ?18). With the 
help of Reno, a gangster named Moonface Martin (Dylan Freedman, Radnor), and zany sidekick Erma (Allison Magee ?16), Billy tries 
anything to win the girl of his dreams, with hilarious outcomes. With its multiple full-cast, high-energy dance numbers, surprising 
comedy bits, and a live orchestra playing the musical stylings of Cole Porter, Anything Goes is sure to please. According to Nicolle 
Hughes (?16) [Sailor and News Reporter # 1], ?Anything Goes is great show for my senior year! The cast is really collaborative, and 
although there can be tough days, we all work together to be one. It is a very ensemble show, so everyone is included, and it is a lot 
of fun!? The audience will surely be entertained, all the while learning that, ?Anything can happen with the help of friends,? says 
Lauren Dietzler (?18) [Chasity]. Be sure to set sail with the cast on October 23rd at 7pm and October 24th at 3 and 7pm. 

Athletes' Tribute to Leanne Purcell
Written by Dana Kieft ('16)

After hearing senior Leanne Purcell was in crit ical condition and in need of a liver transplant, many of Notre Dame?s fall athletes 
jumped to action to honor their beloved classmate and friend. Field Hockey, Volleyball, 
and Soccer all dedicated games to Leanne.  These teams wore ribbons to show their 
support for ?Lee.? This proved good motivation for good play as Field Hockey and 
Volleyball both pulled out wins against Archbishop Carroll and Cardinal O?Hara 
respectively. Before each game, a prayer was dedicated to Leanne?s well being (at 
right, ND players join hands in prayer with players from Archbishop Carroll). The ND 
community continues to hold Leanne close to our hearts and her health in our prayers.



Voice in the Crowd, continued from page 1

Michelle was selected from hundreds of talented 
singers hoping to sing for mill ions of people around the world. 
The process was very selective (singers had to demonstrate 
advanced levels in pitch, rhythm, and performance skills). The 
choir rehearsed for six weeks with four-hour rehearsals to 
prepare for this world event. Mass was held along the 
Benjamin Franklin Parkway. 

Anyone who has been to Philly knows that the 
Parkway is over a mile long. While some attended Mass from a 
mile away, Michelle and the Papal High School Choir had a 
direct view of the Pope. ?The second I saw the Pope on his 
popemobile," Michelle recalls, "I could not stop smiling.? For 
her, the special part about the Mass was that it ?wasn?t 
directed towards Catholics alone, but toward everyone in the 
world. Pope Francis really wants us all to love our neighbors, 
appreciate one another, and give to those who need it.? What a 
thril l it must have been for Michelle to be so close to the Pope 
and perform angelic songs for the world to appreciate. ?This is 
something I will never forget,? she says. ? If  anyone ever has 
the opportunity to be a part of something like this, do it. It 
made such a huge impact on my life. It was amazing.?

Charity 
Spotlight
By Carly Dagit ('16)

Main Line Animal Rescue, in 
Phoenixvil le, is a safe haven for 

domestic animals, a learning ground for people, and a place 
where animals get a second chance to f ind a forever home. At 
f irst glance, MLAR appears to be a farm nestled in the woods 
just off  Pike Springs Road, but it is so much more than that. I 
am a volunteer at the shelter and work mainly with the dogs.  
There I have found amazing volunteers, dedicated staff , and 
many lovable critters--all of which makes this place a shelter 
worth recognition. To f ind out more visit www.mlar.org! 

Seeing is Believing, continued from page 1

At 2:45 the guards closed the gates leading into the 
Parkway, and nobody was allowed in or out. Eventually, we 
saw on the jumbo screen that the Pope was wending his way 
toward us. Instantly, a large crowd went to the sides of the 
Parkway holding up phones and cameras; people were 
climbing trees or each other's shoulders to get a good look. 
Thankfully, I have a tall brother. I asked him to hold up my 
phone and take both a video and photos, including the 
wonderful shot below. There was a huge shout around me 
when the Pope passed by and everyone was happy. No one 
was worried about polit ical matters and such; they just 
enjoyed the fact that they were seeing Pope Francis. The Mass 
only took about 2 hours, and afterward, we were free to go 
home. It was a long journey home, but it was definitely worth 
it.... I saw the pope! 

Michelle Noblitt is sixth from the right in the second row. 
She has blond hair.
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Have an idea for the "Charity Spotlight" 
or "Hidden Life" columns?  Email us 

thegates@ndapa.org!

http://www.mlar.org


Faculty Prof iles
This year, Notre Dame welcomed 15 new faculty members and Gates staffers interviewed all 15. Two of our prof iles appear below, 
but be sure to visit https:/ / sites.google.com/a/ndapa.org/ the-gates to read the rest! Staff  will be featured in the next issue.

Ms. Critel l i , Campus Minister

Interviewed by Peggy Burke ('17)

What col lege did you at tend?

Saint Joseph?s University and I loved every second of it. I wish I 
could live it all over again!

What brought  you to Notre Dame and are you l iking your 
experience so far?

I f inished a graduate program in the spring and was working at a 
Catholic high school doing campus ministry and teaching a 
service-based religion class. I was graduating my program and I 
was looking for a job! I am very excited to be here. My previous 
school was of a similar size with only two middle school grades, 
but it was co-ed and the students were very spirited and had a lot 
of energy, which is very exciting. Stil l, being coed allowed for the 
boys to be more dominant in class while the girls were a lot 
quieter. It wasn?t all that comfortable of an environment for 
females, so I am very excited to see the leadership and confidence 
here in ND classrooms. I am refreshed and inspired by that focus. 

How long have you been either interested in campus minist ry or 
been a campus minister?

I was involved in the youth group in my church in high school, 
which made me really value that. I went to public school growing 
up, but I always valued church and service. I went to a Catholic 
college, which allowed me to participate in many service 
opportunities and retreats. I also went on a service trip in 
Guatemala. All four of my spring breaks were spent serving the 
Appalachian community. I led a few dif ferent freshmen retreats 
and those opportunity allowed me to see that this is something 
that I can do for a career. I can continue to provide those 
experiences to the students. My own faith grows, and I am 
inspired on those retreats as well. 

What is your favorite high school  memory?

My senior year, I went away to Austria during spring break, a trip 
chaperoned by my favorite English teacher, and it was awesome. It 
is such a beautiful country, and I got to know some juniors and 
other people I probably wouldn?t have met before graduation. We 
went on a Sound of Music tour, singing all the songs on the bus 
ride through Vienna and Salzburg, Austria. They lost my luggage 
(four other suitcases got lost!), and it did not come for three days 
so I had to borrow other people?s clothes. But my own f inally 
showed up! Clean clothes--woo hoo! 

Mrs. Roth, Director of  Col lege Counsel ing

Interviewed by Rachel Weber ('16)

What col lege did you at tend?

I attended Boston College and graduated with  a BA. I went on to 
University of Pennsylvania for my Masters of Science and 
Education. 

What brought  you to Notre Dame and are you l iking your 
experience so far?

I love the experience. Previously, I was a counselor at a public 
school. There, I dealt with a number of student issues, but always 
liked the college counseling part of my job best. In order to get 
some more work with students and the college process, I also 
worked for private college counselor. 

I love the idea of a small close-knit community, and I knew the 
reputation Notre Dame has for its community support. Seeing 
students cheer on each other at games, say hi in the halls, and 
really get to know everyone is a great quality of the school. I can 
really get to know students to f ind the best f it for them in the 
future. 

How long have you been teaching your subject?

I have been counseling since January 2005. 

What is your most  embarrassing childhood/adul thood moment? 

On my f irst day of work at Upper Darby High school, in January, it 
was snowing and I was wearing heels. As I was walking down the 
hallway, I slipped from the ice  on my shoes and fell right in front 
of all the principals for each grade and the head principal for the 
building. They all laughed at me!

Fun fact : 

I met my husband at Upper Darby; he was a teacher of one of the 
f irst classes I counseled. When we started dating, we didn?t tell 
our students, but the kids stil l tried to get us together. One boy 
brought me f lowers and claimed they were from Mr. Roth. I 
believe that it was fate.
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At left: Ms. Critell i 
and Mrs. Roth



Written by Olivia Chow ('16)

It is an essential aspect of our education. The notebooks that we doodle in are f il led with pages of it, and the tests that we so dread 
are printed on it. Without this material, schools everywhere, and indeed, the entire world, would be a very dif ferent place.

Derived from the Latin word  ?papyrus,? paper can be traced back to China in the 2nd century BCE. The Chinese originally produced 
paper from hemp f ibers and other materials, such as silk. Our modern-day paper is also created from plant material. The production 
process f irst begins with a tree. Giving a tree its strength is a structural organic f iber known as cellulose. The cellulose f ibers are 
bound by an organic glue called lignin. In order to make paper, a tree is reduced to wood chips. These wood chips are then boiled to 
separate the lignin from the cellulose f ibers, and as a result, a messy wood pulp remains. After bleaching and additional ref ining 
steps, the pulp dries into the material that can be found in a printer; however, even with this familiar form of paper, the material 
stil l has secrets to hide. Although our sight and touch would tell us that paper is a smooth material, observations at the microscopic 
level would show us a dif ferent story. On this scale, one can see that the cellulose f ibers, free from their l ignin ties, interlock much 
like straw does in a hay bale. In this way, the microscopic scale can reveal aspects of materials that are lost at the macroscopic scale 
(the scale at which objects are visible to the naked eye), thus transforming an ordinary material into something more extraordinary.

Although our world is heavily inf luenced by technology, let us take a moment to note paper?s continuing importance and 
permanence in our lives. From paper records of the past to the paper currency of today, this material has remained constant 
throughout. With certain malware and apps, such as Snapchat, technology and its data can be rendered nonexistent in an instant, 
but paper?s continuous physical and metaphorical presence in our lives has gained something perhaps technology has not: our 
trust.

The Hidden Life of Paper

To My Friends, on the Other Side of the World
Written by Julia Walton ('17)

The view from the roof of the Tokyo Sanuki Club hotel is best at nighttime? when the buildings of the Minato ward glimmer all the 
way to the horizon, and when cool air comforts from the suffocating heat of the day. The city sounds are softer then. Cars rush on the 
highway ramp close by, and cicadas chatter in the low trees; occasionally a passer-by strolls between homes pressed close together. 
My friends sit with me on the rooftop, in the dark and quiet. Ted adjusts his Padres baseball hat? Vince cracks a joke, and Daniel 
smiles lopsidedly. We remark how beautiful Tokyo Tower is as it glows there, amazingly close. I have never met my friends before. I 
am only getting to know them now. I will be with them for just ten days. 

I was given only four hours to decide if  I could attend Temple University Japan?s High School Summer Program. The email, received 
at 1 PM, detailed ten August days in and around Tokyo, including Japanese language classes, one elective, and various cultural 
excursions. However, I was hopelessly past the application deadline; if  I wanted admission, I would need to get all paperwork in by 5 
PM that day. I moved so fast everything was settled by 4.  A decision made in a moment, then, would take me from Philadelphia to 
the other side of the world? along with forty-two others from eight dif ferent countries and many more ways of l iving. Shamin hailed 
from Singapore, Natasha from India. Vince, standing beside me jauntily, came from St. Louis, Missouri.

Daniel, Vince, Ted, and I look down; there is a graveyard just below. Daniel, with his faint Mongolian accent, describes the ghosts he 
saw  late at night in the nearby school. He lives here, in Moto-Azabu Hills. When I return home, he will be nearly 7,000 miles away.

At the hotsprings hotel in Nikko, my friends and I would stay up talking until morning, though we would venture outside too late to 
watch the sunrise. In Harajuku, we would dress each other in studded collars and leather jackets none of us could afford to buy. In 
Edo Wonderland, l ightning would strike not a mile away, and we would sprint as fast as we could? past wooden gates and cloth 
banners and ladies in kimono? to the bus in the pouring rain. 

At Narita airport, on the f inal day, we would take far too long to say goodbye.

It?s funny how being so far from home causes us to open up so utterly to those we?ve barely begun to know. Maybe the knowledge 
that we may never see each other again looms somewhere in the back of our minds. We cling to each other.  We press shoulder 
against sleepy shoulder as we rush over the city on the Azabu-J?ban line at sunset.

But all that hasn?t happened yet. For now the boys and I are stil l on the roof of the Tokyo Sanuki Club hotel, drinking Pocari Sweat, 
the light of the 7/11 sparklers bright on our faces. Here we are on the edge of our adventure, just getting to know each other, not yet 
afraid to let each other go? with cool night air all around and Tokyo Tower shining bril l iantly behind us.
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Written by Claire Thompson ('16)

Being committed to a college is an amazing opportunity for an athlete, for it not only 
confirms where she will be attending in the fall but also permits her to anticipate continued 
enjoyment of her specif ic sport. Eleven ND athletes have committed to schools across the 
East Coast so far. They include seniors Alex Kane, Kaitl in Perni, Emily Lambert, and very 
recently, Caroline Booraem--who have committed, respectively, to Franklin and Marshall for 
basketball, Drexel University for swimming, Colgate University for f ield hockey, and 
Amherst College for ice hockey. I asked each of them for her reaction to the news.?I had 
been talking to Franklin and Marshall for about a year," says Alex, "so when the decision 
was f inally made to commit there I was so excited!!? Emily recalls, "I knew weeks before I 
committed that Colgate was the place for me, and when they offered me to be part of their 
team I was so happy. " As for Kaitl in, ?I've been swimming my whole life so I feel l ike I was always bound 
to continue after high school. I think it actually became a definite reality freshmen year after my club 
championships. I feel as though the sport has become part of me so I can't really imagine not doing it 
through college.? These seniors join the ranks of those who committed in previous years: Phoebe 
McClernon to University of Virginia for soccer, Julia Dambly to University of Delaware for lacrosse, and 

Caroline Allen to Cornell University for lacrosse.

The class of 2017 also has students who have recently committed to 
universit ies. Cami Osborne committed to Georgetown University and 
Mary Kate Neff committed to Princeton University, both of them for 
f ield hockey.  ?I used to play both soccer and f ield hockey," Mary Kate says. "However, I was 
ultimately forced to choose one. I chose f ield hockey because of the athleticism it requires as well 
as f inesse. The sport util izes 2D and 3D skills while also running. My mom also inspired me to play 
because as a past f ield hockey player, she could share this passion with me.? Meanwhile, Cami 
plans to study business but is keeping her options open: ?Georgetown has a great business 
program, which made it an even better f it for me!? In addition to Cami and Mary Kate, Claire Nappi 
committed to University of North Carolina Chapel Hill for lacrosse and Quinn Maguire committed 
to Saint Joe's University for f ield hockey. ND takes pride in these 11 and all of our f ine athletes.

Committed Athletes

Written by Sydney Weis ('17)

Recently--about two months ago--my family and I made the move to Pennsylvania 
from Massachusetts. Even though both states are on the east coast, they dif fer greatly. 
A lot can change in just 7 hours! For starters the weather is a lot hotter here and I?ve 
heard there's less snow in the winter as well. As everyone probably heard on the news 
or web, this previous winter Mass got hit with an overwhelming amount of snow. The 
weather is always chilly and usually unpredictable in New England. I?ve already seen 
that Philadelphia is far more diverse than Boston, culturally. Both cit ies played 
important roles in our country's history, but Philadelphia is much more populated and 
offers more variety in food and shops, as well as living conditions, that can?t be seen 
in Boston. My sister Hannah (a freshman this year) and I l ived in Norfolk, which was in 
the woods. Going from the woods to Center City Philly is a culture shock for sure! Another slight thing I noticed was the style here; 
New England is the mecca of all things prep, but here, people dress more laid back--something that is not bad, just dif ferent! An 
obvious change is the accent. I myself  have a Boston accent so I?ve gotten a few looks about the way I speak. No one here says 
?wicked,? for example, which is a common term in Mass. I?m not a fan of the Philly accent, so I hope I can keep my Boston one, as it 
reminds me of where I am proud to be from (# BostonStrong)! The hardest part about moving, besides adjusting to the new 
surroundings, is having to start over with making new friends. I came to this state knowing no one, leaving behind everyone I ever 
knew. Even so, I have already made some friends here at Notre Dame. Moving can be scary and hectic, but it?s equally an opportunity 
to get a fresh start, which is always exciting. 

A State of Flux
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