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Mrs. CoCCia: Model PrinCiPal
By Margaux Steltz (’15) 
Over the past few months, ND has seen some interesting changes. Over 
Christmas break, Mrs. Wilkinson resigned, with academic dean Mrs. Coc-
cia assuming the title of “interim principal,” and science chair Mrs. Eife 
becoming our “interim academic dean.” The Gates is happy to report that 
we are blessed to have an Administration that cares for each student indi-
vidually, and a principal determined to protect every aspect of our school 
and its traditions. 
      As academic dean, Mrs. Coccia would be next in line under any cir-
cumstance in which the principal was unavailable or unable to run the 
school, so the moment ND found itself without a leader, she stepped into 
the role as “interim” principal to allow a seamless transition. Personally, I 
regret putting the word “interim” next to her title because that insinuates a 
“temporary” situation--and the Class of ’15 wants to know that the school 
we leave behind in May will stay the one we love. The title, however, need 
not imply that any other changes are under way. Indeed, as Mrs. Coccia 
explains, she cannot afford to think of herself as a “temporary stand-in,” 
because her job entails a more profound commitment. She was and re-
mains our “Go-to-Girl,” as dean and as principal, and is already a great 
role model for our school, in more ways than one.

     As we talked, Mrs. 
Coccia explained to me 
her plans for our school, 
which include specific 
innovations all the way 
into 2020, such as im-
provements to the STEM 
program, a student re-
source center, a wider se-
lection of electives (such 
as Mandarin Chinese), 
additional study abroad 
programs, and more.  
(Continued on p. 4.)

serviCe with a sMile 
ND MarkS Mlk, Jr. Day
gretcheN heiSler (’17)
One month ago was Christmas, a 
time of giving presents to those 
we know and love. But once we 
went back to school preparing 
for exams, our focus turns away 
from others and right back on 
to ourselves.  It would be easy 
to spend MLK Day resting and 
shopping after a long week of 
exams, but taking a little time out 
to give to those we don’t know is 
also a fun way to spend the day.  This year I spent time cleaning out my 
room and gathering clothes and books to be used for Reading Cares and 
Goodwill Services. Doing this was so easy, and very rewarding. Knowing 
that you are helping someone in need is always a good feeling. Next year 
I hope to donate more and will continue doing so throughout the year.  

kaitie Daugherty (’17)
On January 19, I joined other Walking the Walk students to volunteer 
at Inglis House. Our day began in the solarium, where the residents eat 
and hang out. We received Martin Luther King Day of Service T-shirts 
that every-
one wore. 
Next, in the  
Founder’s 
Hall audi-
torium, I 
sat next to 
two women,  
Mary Leigh 
and Denise. 
We chatted 
about MLK, 
Jr., for a 
bit; then, 
we watched 
a video on 
the terrible 
events that happened during the Civil Rights Movement and discussed 
it afterward. Next we brought residents to the solarium on each of their 
floors. Another girl and I helped transport a resident named George. Once 
we got to the floor his wheelchair got stuck on the elevator. One of the 
nurses helped us get him out, but then we were having trouble with the 
way the wheelchair was moving--it would move to the right as we were 
pushing to the left. We finally managed to push the wheelchair into the 
solarium. When we got there, we told one of the nurses the wheelchair 
was not working. The nurse told us that George controls the chair with 
his foot. She turned to George and asked if he was playing a trick on us. 
George laughed; it was nice to see that one of the residents could be such 
a trickster, even if it did almost give me a heart attack. 
 After that, we had lunch. We talked with one of the residents, and 
he told us all about his wedding that he was planning and the soon to 
come engagement to his long term girlfriend (shush, she doesn’t know 
yet). It was wonderful to see the completely normal life that residents 
had going on despite their conditions. Then came the most fun part 
of the day: the crafts. There were two crafts going on: a “person first” 
rainbow and blanket-making. The person-first rainbow is based on an 
Inglis House policy that affirms that the patient’s needs must come first, 
before the needs of their caregivers. Blanket-making was the activity 
that I was assigned to. One of the ND students and a volunteer at Inglis 
House wrote a grant last year for fleece to make wheelchair blankets. 
The  warm blankets are specially formulated for people in wheelchairs 
so that the ends do not fall under the wheels of the chair. I was making 
blankets with a woman named Lisa, who was able to use only one of her 
hands. Working with her really gave me a unique perspective. She’d hold 
one of the strips from the blanket and I’d tie my strip around hers; then 
we’d both pull. After that I’d hand her the next strip and we kept going. 
All the while we were chatting about different things. It was really fun to 
connect with Lisa while making a blanket, one that she can use daily and 
think of the wonderful (I hope) time that she had with me as well.

ashley Broaddus: 
she’s Got desiGns 
ND’s Ashley Broaddus 
(’18) has made headlines 
this year with the Light 
Project, her inspirational 
line of casual apparel for 
girls. The Gates asked her 
about going from creative 

freshman to fashion maven.
So, tell us about your earliest 
original designs.
My first designs were inspired by 
quotes I’d encounter in my regu-
lar experiences [TV, music, etc.], 
sayings like “People stare at me 
like I’m a walking goddess.” Then 
I’d brainstorm images using them. 

Who are your consumers? High-school students, college girls?
My consumers range across all age groups [including ND pals Cynthia Masai 
(Class of ’17, pictured above at far left, with Ashley) and Emily Carroll (Class 
of ’18, above right, modeling an original Ashley hoodie)].
(Continued on p. 4.)
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new FaCes on CaMPus
By DaNa kieft (‘16)

Mr. Tyler Gaspich (Math)
What brought you to Notre Dame? 
My girlfriend was a Marion Mercy gal, so she knew the benefits of a 
single sex education and I had heard really good things about ND in the 
area, so I decided to take a shot at an application.
How has being at Notre Dame affected your teaching style? 
It’s definitely been very liberating.  I feel like I have a very eager group 
of students (some of whom are pictured below, with Mr. Gaspich), which 
lets me undertake a lot of collaborative work, and it seems to have a big 
impact on them.  I love it here.
What do you like to do in your free time? 
I am a big softball enthusiast, so I play the game a lot. I like listening to 
music. I also teach at Saint Joe’s University, so I do more math.

Mr. Evan Thomas (Art)
What brought you to Notre Dame? 
I had been working with younger students and I was eager to 
work with a different age group of students. 
How has being at Notre Dame affected your teaching style? 
I’ve never taught at the high school level [His previous classes were 
Middle Schoolerse]. They’re able to do a lot more and that’s great.
What do you like to do in your free time? 
I like to take pictures, and I like to eat, probably too much.  I also like to 
listen to music.

Mrs. Vanda Menna (Foreign Language)
What brought you to Notre Dame?
The fact that it is a private Catholic all-girls school. I prayed that God 
would lead me to the right school, and I believe He led me here for some 
purpose: I needed a lighter student load but yet I still wanted to be in-
volved in ministry, and I knew that I could get that here. I was also search-
ing for a professional environment that would appreciate my experience, 
which I have pleasantly found here.
How has being at Notre Dame affected your teaching style? 
Being at Notre Dame has affected my teaching style by using more of the 
target language in class; I didn’t have to do that in the other school.  Also, 
I learned how dedicated and pro-active teachers are here, and although I 
am very dedicated to my profession, I’m learning to be more pro-active by 
offering help and tutoring to students who are struggling.

What do you like to do in your free time?  
In my free time I like to travel with my family as well as travel with 
just my husband. I love reading, especially books on spirituality.  I 
also love gardening, exercising, and taking care of my pets galore. I 
love living life to the fullest in the present moment. It’s great to be a 
part of the Nore Dame family and I thank everyone who has made me 
feel welcome, both faculty and students! ¡Muchísimas gracias!  
Merci beaucoup!
 
Mrs. Kate Rupertus (Art)
What brought you to Notre Dame? 
Really, I’m coming home when I come back to Notre Dame. I went 
here, my dad [Mr. Vince Small] taught English here. So I’m just re-
turning to where it always felt like home.
How has being at Notre Dame affected your teaching style? 
Definitely being at Notre Dame has taught me to be flexible.
What do you like to do in your free time? 

I have four kids, so my free time is 
spent with them (unless, as below, she’s 
spending it with us). 

Mr. Mingacci (English)
What brought you to Notre Dame?  
I’ve worked at another all girls private 
school for the past nine years and I 
wanted a change. I had a very good 
friend who went here for high school, 
so when there was an opening, I jumped 
on the chance to apply.
How has being at Notre Dame affected 
your teaching style?  
For the first time in years I’ve been 
working very closely with other teach-

ers, giving us the opportunity to collaborate, so it has been really nice.
What do you like to do in your free time?  
I like to build with Legos. And I like going to Disney World, so a lot 
of my free time is spent planning Disney Trips.  I also have three little 
kids at home, so a lot of my time is spent doing things they like to do 
--going to the park or watching movies.

Ms. Michelle Mintzer (Math)
What brought you to ND?  
I wanted to be a part of the 
community here.  I grew up 
in Havertown so I’ve known 
about ND for quite a while.  
How has being at Notre Dame 
affected your teaching style?  
I find I put more responsibility 
on my students. I think these 
girls can handle it.  
What do you like to do in your free time?  
I like to hang out with my friends and family and just kind of relax.

(Above) Ms. Mintzer--wishing Mr. Mingacci a happy  
Friday afternoon--prepares to do exactly that.

filM reviewS by Carly
By carly Dagit (’16)
The Hunger Games: Mockingjay: Part 1, directed by Francis Lawrence, 
opened the films of the Hunger Games Trilogy. As usual the strong female 
role, Katniss (played by Jennifer Lawrence) leads Panam to revolt against 
the capitol. If you have not seen this movie, it is time to make some time 
for it. Unlike most trilogies, this series gets better every time. The high 
expectations for this thriller were not only met, but exceeded.  

American Sniper is a film based on the book about the life of the most 
lethal American sniper we have ever known, Chris Kyle. This film is not 
only an immense tribute to this soldier, but an eye-opener for those who 
remain naive about the hard work and suffering our soldiers go through. 
It is real, which makes it that much more powerful. If you are curious and 
looking for a deeper understanding of Chris Kyle’s life or our military in 
general, it would be crucial to see this film.

Annabelle is an edge-of-your-seat thriller, leaving your imagination run-
ning wild (and your night light on). It’s about the possession of a doll 

and the haunting of a family. Sounds pretty overdone by now, right? 
Surprisingly, this movie managed to keep viewers more than awake. 
Though the plot sounds familiar, the film was very scary and seemed 
almost original. A huge “well done!” to the director John R. Leonetti. 

The Judge, starring my personal favorite Robert Downey Jr., was an 
excellent film. In summary: boy goes back to his hometown to defend 
his father, the town’s esteemed judge, in a murder trial. But there’s 
more to it than that. This movie keeps you intrigued the whole time, 
and no one can guess what happens next. I highly recommend it.

 
Want to support The Gates! Here’s how it’s done:

1) Donate your used cell phones to Mrs. DaCrema or Meghan Gallary (’21). 
We’ll donate them to Cell Phones for Soldiers, so they can be converted into 

free minutes to help our soldiers overseas call home! 
2) Get excited for our next issue, with stories on the Honor Corps, Spring 
Sports and the new Fencing Club! (See Emily Carroll [’18] for details.) 

3) Send your story ideas or articles to thegates@ndapa.org
4) And check out our new Online Gates, coming soon to a PC near you!
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Chivalry isn’t dead...it just sMells Funny
By katheriNe tague (’15)
This summer, I got the opportunity to see Kenneth Logeran’s 1996 drama, This is 
Our Youth, on Broadway. At one point in the show, Michael Cera’s character, War-
ren, is trying to woo a girl as she hangs out with him in his friend’s Manhattan apart-
ment. As Warren takes her coat, he quietly mutters to himself “Chivalry isn’t dead, it 
just smells funny.” 
For the last year, I have spent most of my after-school afternoons at St. Joseph’s 
Prep. A girl in a theatre program at an all boys school, I often find myself in situa-
tions where the boy to girl ratio is 5:1, weather it be in rehearsal itself or just hanging 
out before or after. 
In the narrow passageways of the backstage of the Prep theatre, boys will step aside 
and give a little nod, so that I can walk through the doorway before they do. When I 
am the last to enter the room for a cast meeting, boys are quick to hop up, and offer 
me their seats, so that I don’t have to sit on the floor. Its not uncommon for  a boy in 
the program to offer me a cup of coffee after they’ve made a pot, or provide me with 
their own mug they brought from home (which had probably been in their locker for 
months, and was repeatedly sink-washed in questionably clean water). 
Surrounded by sometimes awkward, sometimes pompous, sometimes quiet, and 
sometimes witty, teenaged boys, I’ve come to know that chivalry doesn’t always 
come as clear cut as a seat offered or a door held. I have learned that sometimes 
chivalry for the 2015 boy is standing up for a girl who is being teased or objecti-
fied, weather you have feelings for her or not. I have learned that chivalry in 2015 
is indulging in insightful, eloquent, and thought provoking conversation with a girl. 
Chivalry in 2015 means treating a girl like a lady, so that girls who don’t act like 
ladies, will do so. The chivalrous teenage boy in 2015 is not a “gentleman” because 
he is trying to impress his peers or the women in the room, but more so because he 
is genuinely a good person -- who despite living in a world chock full of Anacondas 
and Wolves of Wall Street, can decide to treat women with the respect that they hope 
their own daughters will receive. 
Call me idealistic, call me boring. Tell me I spend time with boys who are milk-
toasts, and who are nerds. Say that I have gotten lucky with the boys I surround 
myself with, or that I have won the lottery in the opposite sex. I would tell you that 
I have witnessed my fair share of unmitigated and inappropriate slurs, cursing, and 
plain sexism from young men to my friends, my peers, and even myself. I would tell 
you that I know that sometimes it feels like boys with manners and general respect 
for women is impossible to come by. But I would also tell you, that the standards that 
you hold for yourself are the standards that will draw boys of high moral character, 
talent, and intellect, to you. 
Being a young women in 2015 means using what is between your two ears to de-
mand chivalry from the young men around you. You set the tone, so decide what you 
want from your guy friends, and your guy more-than-friends, and watch them react 
to the example you set. You know what you deserve, so demand it.  

PostCard FroM erin MonGeluzi 
DuriNg her JaNuary StuDy aBroaD iN SpaiN:
Here is a picture of the Alcazar de Segovia Castle. Segovia is a small city about an 
hour away from where I live in El escorial. It is a very old city with buildings and 
structures (the aqueduct) dating back to the time of the romans. Twenty one kings 
lived in the castle shown above. The Janssen’s (my exchange family) took me 
here last weekend and I had a wonderful time. Along with the castle I saw many 
churches, and visited many great shops. Adios!

MarCh For liFe
By gretcheN heiSler (’17)
On Thursday, January 22nd, 30 students, many of whom are members of the 
Respect Life Club, along with their chaperones, Ms. Eife, Ms. France, and Mrs. 
Gandolfo, traveled to Washington D.C. to attend the March for Life Rally.  The 
March for Life started as a small demonstration to protest the 1973 Supreme 
Court decision to legalize abortion. Since that first march in 1973, this peace-
ful demonstration has grown to be the largest pro-life event in the world.  This 
year’s theme, Every Life is a Gift, helped remind us why we were there protest-
ing abortion, because all life is unique, important and filled with possibility.
 The students left Notre Dame at 6:45am and arrived at the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in time to attend mass.  The Shrine, 
which is the largest Catholic Church in North America, was filled to capacity 
and was standing room only when we arrived.  Notre Dame students, along 
with thousands of other pro-life advocates, then gathered at the National Mall 
for a rally at 12 noon.  We marched past the Capitol and to the Supreme Court 
building, where the Roe v Wade decision was made. It was very impressive to 
see that many people committed to a cause and peacefully letting our leaders 
know that the 
law should be 
changed.
      Many have 
called abortion 
a human-rights 
violation, and I 
am proud that 
Notre Dame 
is active in the 
movement to 
end it once and 
for all.

PostCard FroM Mary toMCavaGe 
froM chriStMaS vacatioN iN North caroliNa:
My family and I had a great time over break! We spend Christmas in Nags 
Head, North Carolina! It’s becoming a tradition and I love going down there 
and spending time on the beach! Here is a photo of my sister and me flying a 
kite with a hen on it on the dunes.
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Model PrinCiPal (Continued from p. 1)
(Younger students, better get excited, because Mrs. Coccia and Dr.  
Dwyer are working to provide you with some amazing experiences.)
     And now for the really fun stuff… Our principal grew up locally and 
attended Archbishop Carroll High School, graduating in the 1980s. 
During her high-school years, she accepted various local modeling jobs. 
Yes, you heard it here first: Mrs. Coccia was actually a MODEL. Her 
photographs were featured in various magazines, including Young Miss 
and Mademoiselle. We are pleased to reprint below a pair of exclusive 
images from those days--a glamour shot and a still used with a feature 
on surviving a dental exam! 

Mrs. Coccia stayed lo-
cal for college, work-
ing at Minella’s diner 
and beginning her 
studies at Villanova 
to pursue a degree in 
Astronomy and  
Physics. She had a pas-
sion for those subjects, 
and a few out-of-this 
world experiences of 
her own. As a child, 

she lived in Germany (her father worked 
for the space program) and actually 
witnessed the 1969 moon landing from 
the American Embassy in Germany. She 
also had the chance to meet and talk 

with Buzz Aldrin when he was 
keynote speaker at an NSTA 
conference. Aldrin, of course, 
was the second man to set foot 
on the moon after Neil Arm-
strong. He signed her copy of 
his book The Return (see photos 
at left). 

      Although she was well prepared academi-
cally for a career in Physics, Mrs. Coccia did not 
feel adequately prepared to face the challenges 
of being the only female in her major and all of 

her classes. It took many years to develop the confidence she has now. 
That’s probably why she is such a vocal advocate for the STEM pro-
grams today. Mrs. Coccia does not want any of us ever to feel inferior 
to boys in any aspect of our education, particularly in math, science and 
technology. “My high school did not prepare me to advocate for myself 
and to handle the unique challenge of being in that situation,” she re-
calls, “and I changed my career path. I am very happy with the choices 
I made and grew in confidence over the years, I am determined to see 
that our girls graduate with the skills it took me many years to develop.” 
In her new career, Mrs. Coccia quickly moved from teacher to principal 
to central administration, finally serving as the Archdiocese’s superin-
tendent responsible for oversight of a system of 123 schools and almost 
50,000 students. 
    Mrs. Coccia’s early space exploits notwithstanding, today she is 
a very down to earth person. For example, she does crossfit. When I 
asked her about her progress, she reported, noncommittally, “Well...I am 
working on it.” Her current goal: to perfect her RX pull-up. But I think 
those who know crossfit, and everyone who knows Mrs. Coccia, knows 
it’s OK if that takes a while. She’s got hundreds of other things--about 
500 of them--to focus on these days. 

on Malala and the liBerty Medal
By iSaBel pellegriNo (’15)
Dear Fellow Classmates, Sisters, and Myself, 
This open letter--essentially a pair of journal entries--is meant to demonstrate 
how a single experience can open up an entirely new perspective on some-
thing I imagine all of us believe we already know quite a bit about: all-girls 
education. In October 2014, I had the experience of seeing Malala Yousafzai 
speak at the National Constitution Center for the Liberty Award Ceremony. 
And on the other side of it, I felt my view--my priorities and my values--make 
a decisive shift, away from the daily ND drama, the high fashion, the low 
fashion, and the lunch line. This letter is my reminder, for all of us, of the 
true gifts that come with our education; the intellectual curiosity, the creative 
classrooms, the brilliant discoveries,  the rewardingly hard work, and the 
ultimate and unwavering girl power. 
10:30 a.M oCtoBer 21, 2014
Today, I am Isabel. I  travel to school in a silver Subaru. I blast Fergie on Pan-
dora Radio. I  call myself a “kick-butt” woman for a confidence boost before 
I entere the Gates. I am surrounded by girls--all girls, except for a few male 
teachers and staff. Generally, I feel lucky but this life is nothing new to me. 
My beautiful classmates and I sit rather unbeautifully in our beloved uniforms 
surrounded by an educational environment that we know society supports and  

encourages. Nevertheless, I am just a girl who feels blessed to be so. My mother tells 
me I am lucky to walk in the shoes I do, and I try my best to wear them proudly.
10:40 P.M. oCtoBer 22, 2014
     Today, I am Malala. I know this is so because Malala told me herself, face to 
face--or in this case, “face to face” meaning thousands of faces in total. Today, I 
am different because I have gained perspective. When Malala gracefully crosses 
the stage of the National Constitution Center, applause fills the room, yet there is a 
strange penetrating silence as each member of the audience sits in anticipation of 
the words young Yousafzai will speak in their own spheres of wonder. Suddenly, 
Malala appears center stage behind the podium with papers in her hands. The way 
she holds the wrinkled papers, containing the words of her speech, could break 
anyone’s heart. Already in her 17 years of life, this young woman has faced horrors 
and realities of the world that we only learn of in school. But here she is… one bul-
let wound to the head later, and it is obvious that no group, not even the Taliban, can 
stop her. The right to education lives on. Malala’s speech begins lightly with talk of 
relatable things, such as doing your homework, and then escalates into a realization 
of the importance of our education.  
     The reason the Taliban wanted to shoot Malala down in the first place was 
that they recognize the influence education can have on people, especially young 
women, and they fear it. We forget, here at ND, that we have enemies, because we 
imagine them as being thousands of miles away. We are protected by our families, 
teachers, environments, and people like Malala; however, we need to remember 
what we stand for: the right to an education. A bullet to the head could not sup-
press Malala’s drive to express this importance. If death threats face Malala each 
day, while she continues to fight, then I should have nothing holding me back from 
doing the same. Although neither myself nor my classmates are in the position to 
physically fight the enemies of education, there is a vital weapon that each of us can 
pick up each day to support the cause: the initiative to learn proactively and proudly. 
Education is power. Every day our teachers place in our hands the ability to make 
the world a better place. Malala reminds me of this gift. Because I am lucky enough 
to wear my kilt to school every day and walk in shoes that promote my education, 
the best way I can give back, to support the message of Malala, is to give all of 
myself that I possibly can in school.  
      Collectively, if every girl with the current gift of an education tried her hard-
est to succeed, the world would be taken aback by the overwhelming power of the 
minds of young women. Today I do not walk into school convincing myself I am a 
“kick-butt” woman. Today I walk into school knowing that I am, because I have the 
right to an education. Today, I am Malala and so are you. Today, we make a differ-
ence because “One child, one teacher, one book and one pen can change the world” 
(Malala Yousafzai). 
Sincerely, 
Isabel

(At right) Alexa Tarasca, 
Cara DePiano, Regan Moran, 

Jacqueline Lanzalotto, Kate 
Biedermann, Mary Kate Miller 

and Merry Gu--all of whom 
heard Malala speak in October.

ashley Broaddus 

(Continued from p. 1.)
Which companies carry 
your line? How can stu-
dents acquire merchan-
dise you’ve designed?  
Anyone who’s interested can buy my designs off my site online, where they’re for 
sale. Or at select clothing stories around town. Just ask me. 
Who would you say inspired you to pursue turning a talent and a hobby into some-
thing like a viable business enterprise? Who is it that has helped you stay focused 
and encouraged along the way?
My parents and physical therapists inspired me a lot. They always kept pushing me 
and encouraging me to win. My physical therapist inspires me, too. She’s been there 
with me from the start, always helping others before herself.
Finally, how does your clothing line work mesh with your studies at ND? What sub-
jects do you most enjoy, and which careers can you imagine pursuing?
My hoodies are to teach girls to love themselves no matter what, and of course to 
promote girl power. The 
subjects I enjoy most in 
school are English and 
World Cultures. As for 
my career, I’m leaning 
toward the health field, 
as a physical therapist.
(At right) Emily Carroll, 
Michaela Massa, Paige 
Newbold, Sarah Crinnion, 
Cynthia Masai and Ester 
Ekhator, plus a non-ND Ash-
ley fan (in plaid), welcome 
Ashley’s line to Center City.
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Flash Features....
Some of these items have been noted in the electronic ND newsletter, but just in case you missed the news, 
here are some recent wintry happenings on campus. 

The shakesPeare Contest was held on Thursday, January 22, with 8 competitors. Christina Dietzler’s 
rendition of Desdemona’s plea for help from Iago took first prize, and she will compete in Philadelphia 
at the Regional Shakespeare Contest on February 16. First and second runners-up were Julia Walton and 
Merry Gu, for their respective Lady Macbeths (Act I, Scene V). Sarron Metew took fourth place for her 
passionate evocation of Portia beseeching Brutus for the cause of his anxiety (Julius Caesar). Impressive 
performances from Julia Goldschmidt, Sara Meguerian and Daniella Jose (also Lady Macbeths) made this 
event a tough one to call. Look out for some exciting encores next year!

One Golden Key and four Silver Key awards, along with numerous Honorable Mentions, went 
to sophomore contributors to the 2015 sCholastiC art and writinG awards, sponsored by the 
Trustees of the University of Pennsylvania. Our award-winners (top right) included eight for Writ-
ing (Cara DePiano, Anna Kuyatt, Peggy Burke, Gretchen Heisler, Mary Kate Miller, Ally Carbon-
ar, Julia Walton, Alysa Dinh) and two for Art (Merry Gu and Gretchen Heisler). 

The saint julie liturGy celebrating our foundress’s Feast Day brought the whole school together 
to celebrate the work of SNDs worldwide, but especially those closest to our hearts, Sister Mary 
Anne Broughton and Sister Nancy Bonshock (pictured at right, joined by Sister Katherine and a 
few festive ND girls). 

On February 5, sophomores Kaitie Daugherty, Argirel Lion and Sara Meguerian (pictured at right)
competed in the first ND Poetry out loud competition, enthralling the judges with their unas-
sisted recitations of three classic works of poetry. The judges were so impressed, they named all 
three our Poetry Out Loud champs, and Kaitie Daugherty (pictured at right, center) was selected to represent 
our school at the Philadelphia Regional Poetry Out Loud contest on Saturday, February 7. Twenty-one com-
petitors recited their work, none of them with quite as much poise, grace and fidelity to content and theme as 
Kaitie herself. (Next year, we’ll give the judges downtown another chance to get it right. )

On February 15, Janet Wu (’16) performed in concert with the Ambler Symphony Orchestra at Upper Dub-
lin Lutheran Church. Janet (pictured, far right) was one of five recipients of the elMer and louise MenGes 
sCholarshiP recognizing young musicians of extraordinary talent. She performed the first movement (Allegro 
Moderato) of Beethoven’s glorious Piano Concerto No. 4 (Op. 58), and her masterful interpretation earned 
her an invitation to play the entire Concerto, accompanied by the 
Ambler Symphony, in June. You can view other images of Janet’s 
performance, and also hear her impromptu rehearsal in the Man-
sion’s Great Hall, by visiting the Gates Online.

On February 10th, the Blue MoCk trial teaM participated 
in their first competition of the season at the Delaware County 
Courthouse in Media. The team took on the role of the Prosecu-
tion in a first degree murder trial. They will compete again as the 
Defense on March 3rd. Members of the Blue Team are seniors 
Alyson Hurlock, Emma Coyne, Emma Spaeder, Gabby Carlini, 
Gillian Chandler, Grace Rodden, Juliette Abbonizio and juniors 
Julia Saile, Rachel Weber and Ali Manieri (pictured at far right, 
alongside the Blue team’s three senior attorneys).

On February 5, 16 high-school student leaders represented ND at the 10th annual 
PaPal ColloquiuM at Bishop McDevitt High School, traditionally the culminating 
academic event of Catholic Schools Week. The girls (pictured at right) enjoyed a 
keynote presentation on family, then acquitted themselves with courage, panache and 
wit in the afternoon breakout sessions. The Religion Department, which sponsored the 
event, offers a heartfelt thanks to all the girls for their eloquence and grace.  

On January 28, the nd hi-q team (pictured below) participated in a riveting match 
against Cardinal O’Hara and Academy Park High Schools. While O’Hara won the 
meet (by three points), ND closed out a successful season overall, at press time rank-
ing fourth among schools participating. 

On February 4, sophomore British Literature students, along with Oscar Wilde fans in grades 11 and 12, at-
tended a performance of the opera osCar! at Philadelphia’s Academy of Music. The girls (pictured above, 
center) enjoyed the opera, especially the heartfelt performance of lead David Daniels (countertenor) and the 
spectacular ballet of Reed Luplau as Lord Alfred Douglas (a.k.a. “Bozie”). Dr. Calif, Mrs. McGuiness and Ms. 
Nobles chaperoned the event.  

On February 16, Anne Marie 
Crinnion (’16) received Hon-

orable Mention in the 10th annual Charlotte Miller siMon 
Poetry Contest, sponsored by the Ardmore Public Library. Anne 
Marie, editor-in-chief of the High School Lit Mag, was recognized 
for her poem “Passion.” She is pictured (above) with Mrs. Kath-
leen McGuiness, Lit Mag Advisor and English Department Chair. 
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ND’s Varsity High School 
Basketball team raised 
$500 for the Billy Lake 
ALS Research Fund dur-
ing their game against 
Villa Maria on Tuesday, 
December 23. Pictured 
at left are alumnae who 
came to support the team 
and its fundraising effort. 

The team beat Villa 58-53. Row 1: Amy Schwartz, Fiona Flanagan, 
Devon Kane, Kathleen Fitzpatrick, Megan McGurk, Kylynn McNichol, 
Mary Beth McNichol (coach) Row 2: Emily Fuss, Meghan McCullough, 
Gabby Ceritano, Kacy McNichol, Linda Genther (coach)

strokes oF Genius
By aDDie leNNoN (‘17)
On January 23, 2015 the Notre Dame swim team traveled to Loyola 
University Maryland to compete in National Catholics. The team placed 
seventh out of sixteen teams. Emily Burns, Claire Casaday, Kaitie 
Daugherty, Alysa Dinh, Meg Gentile, Izzi Hanna, Addie Lennon, Lexie 
Mastrangelo, Michaela McGeary, Campbell Ratigan, Taylor Rush, and 
Catherine Ryan all had best times. A highlight of the meet was when 
Michaela McGeary broke a 13-year-old school record in the 100-yard 
backstroke with a time of 59.01! The record was previously held by one 
of the team’s coaches, Brigit Barry. Congratulations to the whole team!
The HS Swim team competed in the InterAc Championship on 
February 3 2015. Congratulations, Girls, for making it the best 
season in the history of ND swimming: Third place in the league.

Basketball: A series of big wins (most recently against O’Hara, GA and Penn Charter) 
make for a stellar season for the JV High School Basketball team (pictured below), 
led by captains Ryleigh McCue and Tess Phillips. Way to go, Girls!  Meanwhile, at 
press time, Varsity High School Basketball (pictured below right, with captains Sophia 
Galantino and Sam Sacchetta) was readying for the PAISAA Tournament. 
Indoor Track:  Katrina Seykora and Margaux Steltz serve as captain for the fabulous 
Indoor Track team (pictured at right). At press time, the 4x400 relay team of Julia 
Dambly, Sophia Recchilungo, Claire Nappi, and Mikayla Schneider are ranked 14th 
in the state. Mikayla Schneider competed at the New Balance Games in New York 
City. She took 4th place out of 72 runners in the 600m dash. Her time of 1:36.9 is the 
third-fastest in Pennsylvania so far this year, and is also an all-time Notre Dame school 
record! Mikayla is also ranked 10th in the 800m. 
Paddle Tennis Club: Now in its second season, the High School Paddle Tennis Club 
(pictured below, at far right) plays at Overbrook and Philadelphia Country Clubs, cap-
tained by Meredith Hughes. 

Winter SportS

ProFile in CouraGe: Claire naPPi
By Nohelia ortiz-laNDazaBal (‘17)
While some ND juniors and seniors may be stressing about getting into their dream colleges, sophomore Claire Nappi is living 
a dream come true. After only playing lacrosse for four years (making Varsity last year), Claire has not only impressed ND 
Coach Cook with her outstanding talent, but also Coach Levy, of the University of North Carolina. “It all started when the 
coach saw me play at an Under Armor tryout in June last year,” explains Claire. “She saw potential in me and contacted my 
travel team coach.” Later last year, Claire attended the UNC’s lacrosse summer camp, where she fell in love with what she calls 
“the college of my dreams.” Claire was advised by her travel coach to call the lacrosse coach at UNC. “I was very nervous,” 
she says, but when she called Coach Levy, “she told me how she wanted me to play for her team.” Attending such a reputable 
university and playing for its Division 1 women’s lacrosse team (ranked in top 4 nationally) is the opportunity of a lifetime. “I 
was extremely excited when I heard the news that the coach at North Carolina wanted to recruit me,” exclaims Nappi, “My par-
ents were very proud of me because they knew how much I wanted this opportunity.” The news quickly spread that Claire had 
been verbally committed; her friends and teammates “were all very excited for me, which made me very happy. Everyone was 
very supportive and congratulated me.” Claire received a plethora of tweets from her peers congratulating her on her accomplishment. Fellow sophomore, Victoria 
Carlini, tweeted, “Congrats to the very best on her commit. You’re amazing, Claire!”Despite all the attention Claire has received (and is still receiving) she re-
mains humble and is thankful to those who helped her achieve her dreams. “I would like to thank my parents for everything-- even just a simple drive to practice. 
They gave me the opportunity to play a sport I love and to help me succeed in it. They are the ones who traveled to Virginia for a lacrosse tournament, purchased 
lacrosse gear, enrolled me in camps, and visited colleges with me.” Claire is one of the few American high-school sophomores who can say she’ll be playing for 
a highly successful Division 1 women’s lacrosse team the start of their freshman year of college, and along with her parents, it’s her genuine personality, her hard 
work, and her drive to inspire others that got her there. “I have a quote in my room that reads, ‘No dream is ever too small. No dream is ever too big.’ This quote 
has meant a lot to me through this past year. It shows that anyone can dream big and anyone can make it happen, if you really put your heart to it.”


