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 In December of 2012, Kaitie 
Daugherty, an eighth grader at Academy 
of Notre Dame, was diagnosed with 
leukemia, which is a form of cancer. The 
eighth grade acted fast to show its support 
of Kaitie. The eighth graders organized a 
bake sale and a dress down day to help 
raise funds for Kaitie.  They even made 
bracelets using Kaitie’s favorite color, 
blue, and orange, the color for 
leukemia.  When students found out 
Kaitie was able to come back to school for 
a little while, everyone was so happy!  
But Kaitie’s journey is not over yet. 
Because of Kaitie’s cancer type, she  may 
need a bone marrow transplant. The 
BeTheMatch Foundation is an 
organization where kids with leukemia 
can find donors who will donate their 
bone marrow to help the kids in need. 
While Kaitie has found a match, she still 
has a long way to go. But, Katie, we will 
support you every step of the way! 

For most NDA Junior School 
students, the week of April 7 meant the 
same end-of-day schedule as any other 
week: finish school, go to their  lockers, 
and then get picked up by moms, dads, or 
busses, right?  Not for the members of the 
Dear Edwina cast!  For these girls, their 
end-of-day schedule was to practice every 
day!  From three to six p.m. every night, 
the girls worked so hard to bring to the 
NDA community a great play, full of songs 
and laughter, that it would remember 
fondly.   

 The eighth grade girls involved 
were: Caroline Beck, Sophia Bonini, Cara 
DePiano, Quinn Flannery, Kathryn 
Hallinan, Kennedy Monaco, Leni Sullivan, 
and Mary Tomcavage. The seventh graders 
who were in the play were: Xandra 
Coleman, Addison Devine, Lauren 
Dietzler, Jen Lepore, Katie Liebeskind, 
Molly McCarthy, Quinn Norris, Lexi 
Scavetti, and Lucy Van Kula. And last, but 
not least, the sixth graders were: Lindsay 
Galarneau, Rose McDonald, Siobhan 
Slattery, and Caroline Voegle. There were 
also four boys in the play. They were Evan 
Dampman, Colin Fulmer, Daltrey Granoff, 
and Lukas Milby.   Dear Edwina proved to 
be a very successful play, and the entire 
cast really performed well! Congratulations 
to everyone involved! 

This year we had an amazing 
Junior School talent show in which 
each act was just spectacular. Kate 
Biederman, the emcee, introduced 
each act prior to its performance. 
Starting the show, Katie Liebeskind 
sang “Try” by P!nk. Next, Marina 
Clark and Siobhan Slattery Irish 
danced to “I Will Wait” by Mumford 
and Sons;  afterward, Hope Land sang 
“When I was Your Man” by Bruno 
Mars. This was followed by Addison 
Devine singing “The A Team” by Ed 
Sheeran;  Lauryn Elia and Grace 
Herrin danced to the music of “When I 
was Your Man”. After that, a group of 
eighth graders, Kelly Boyce, Erin 
Bruder, Amanda Clement, Erin 
Mongeluzi, and Cami Osborne, did a 
song mash-up; a group of seventh 
graders, Erin Connolly, Lauren 
Dietzler, Quinn Norris, and Hannah 
Powers, sang “Home” by Phillip 
Phillips. Molly McCarthy sang while 
Lucy Van Kula played the piano to “A 
Thousand Years” by Cristina Perri. 
Kennedy Monaco played the piano 
and sang “A Castle on a Cloud” from 
Les Mis; Evelyn Hughes played the 
piano; Cara DePiano and Anna Kuyat 
sang “Love Song” by Sara Bareilles, 
and Quinn Flannery sang “Titanium” 
by David Guetta. Sophia Bonini 
played the ukulele and sang “The Way 
I Am”. Mary Kate Miller, Caroline 
O’Keefe, Julia Scanlon, and Mary 
Tomcavage did an improvisational skit 
about boys. Everyone’s act was 
fabulous, but the real highlight of the 
show that wowed everyone was Katie 
Lennon,who performed a classical 
piece on the piano.          

It was the day of the Mother-
Daughter Christmas Luncheon and 
Fashion Show, and the atmosphere was 
merry. All the vendors had their stations 
ready, and a couple of people had 
arrived! The mothers and daughters 
looked so happy to be together! The 
senior models strolled around the tables 
in their pretty outfits from Just Girls. 
The mothers and daughters were secretly 
searching for the perfect Christmas gift 
for each other. During the raffles, I 
picked the names of the lucky winners. 
The mother of sixth grader Meredith 
Lauzon won a jewelry gift card; Mrs. 
Vecchione won the Longchamp bag; and 
even one of our NDA ambassadors won 
the bike! Along with the delicious food, 
guests had a chance to observe the 
beautiful centerpieces, which were hand-
carved birdhouses. A photographer was 
available to take pictures of all the 
moms smiling radiantly alongside their 
equally happy daughters. The Fashion 
Show and Luncheon was a success with 
the guests leaving overjoyed that 
mothers and daughters spent time 
together during the holiday season.  

 

Dance Moms, starring Abby 
Lee Miller, is the number one reality 
television show. Maddie and 
Mackenzie Ziegler, Brooke and Paige 
Hyland, Kendall Vertes, Chloe 
Lukasiak, Nia Frazier, and Sophia 
Lucia are the stars of the show. 
Because they spend almost all of their 
time at the dance studio, these girls 
sacrifice their normal lives to dance.  
The drama and dance entice viewers 
into watching this show.  

In contrast, the moms are 
another story. They engage in horrible 
behavior towards one another and 
scream at each other. In every episode, 
the kids are emotionally harmed by 
their aggressive dance teacher, “Miss 
Abby”.  Each character suffers the 
wrath of Abby Lee in her own way.  
Abby won’t say Chloe’s name; she 
will only call her “That girl” or 
“Blondie”.  Sometimes the whole 
group is targeted: for example, the 
dancers are replaced with a new team 
after the moms plan a walk out on 
Abby because Kelly Hyland’s kids, 
Paige and Brooke, are no longer 
wanted in Abby Lee Miller’s dance 
company.   

Even though much of the show 
is focused on the drama, Abby truly 
cares about the girls and their dance 
progress.  Sophia is actually successful 
in the entertainment business and even 
holds a world record for spins, and a 
number of the girls have been in music 
videos.  Watch Dance Moms on 
Lifetime Tuesday nights from 9-10 
pm!    

 A good time was had by all of 
the fathers and daughters at the 
“Before Party” at the home of the 
Tagues.  The parents and girls got 
their pictures taken together before the 
dance, and it was fun to meet up with 
friends before the actual dance. 

The Father and Daughter 
Dance turned out to be great. It was 
very sweet to see fathers and their 
daughters dancing and having fun. All 
of the daughters had on beautiful 
dresses, and all of the fathers looked 
handsome in their suits. It was so 
much fun dancing with friends and 
dads, taking lots of pictures,  and 
enjoying the upbeat pop music By the 
end of the night, everyone was tired 
from so much dancing and partying, 
but it was an exciting night overall.    

 

 

Katie  Liebeskind 

Catholic Academy League 
Champions! 

 The Junior School basketball team 
had phenomenal success this season. 
Varsity basketball made it to the Catholic 
Academy League Championship on 
February 27 against Waldron Mercy and 
won! With the help of Coach Carlo and the 
captains, Ryleigh McCue, Claire Nappi, 
and Cami Osborne, Varsity had an amazing 
season. Their teammates are: Riley 
Balitsaris, Kelly Boyce, Erin Bruder, 
Megan Fahey, Brianna Marmorstein, 
Mandy McGurk, Caitlyn Mullen, and Julia 
Scanlon, with Mary Kate Miller as the 
team manager.  Great job, girls! Congrats!  

The Junior Varsity had a great 
season too. With the captains, Sarah 
Howton, Molly Murray, and Bailey 
Rodden, and Coach Cryan, the team 
performed well on the court.  Other 
teammates were Quinn Balitsaris, Kristin 
Betts, Katie Brennan, Molly McCarthy, 
Quinn Norris, Hailey Opperman, and 
Grace Reilly.   

The ND swim team had a fantastic 
season this year! The season started off 
with a bang against Rosemont School of the 
Holy Child, where each team scored 77 
points. The following meets included four 
wins, one loss, and one third place. The 
swimmers this year were: in eighth grade, 
Kaitie Daugherty, Alysa Dinh, Addie 
Lennon, Michaela McGeary, Anna Noblitt,  
Ariana Palacios,  Casey Phelan,  Catherine 
Ryan, and Annie Stirling; in seventh grade,  
Claire Casaday, Susana Rastelli, and Boo 
Susanin; and in sixth grade,  Caroline 
Daugherty, Leah Garvey, Sarah Hahn, Mia 
Heffernen, Evelyn Hughes,  Katie Lennon, 
Maggie Quirk, and Sofia Suero. 

 This year our team captain was 
Kaitie Daugherty, who was recently 
diagnosed with leukemia.  During a meet 
against Agnes Irwin, Kaitie was able to 
visit and to support Notre Dame throughout 
the entire meet. It was nice to see her and to 
have her supporting Notre Dame; I think all 
of the swimmers were motivated to do their 
best by her presence.  
 This season, our swimmers broke 
several league records, and Michaela 
McGeary received honorable mention from 
All-Delco.  
The season ended as well as it started with a 
win against Barrack Hebrew Academy. The 
team is sad that the season is over but looks 
forward to next year and cannot wait to 
make more Notre Dame swimming 
memories! 

  Hope Land                            Boo Susanin 

 The holidays are behind us 
now, but not the scents and smells of 
our favorite Christmas cookies.  When 
asked, "What is your favorite 
Christmas cookie?” the answers came 
rolling out as though they were sitting 
on a tray in front of the people being 
asked.  The options included Sugar 
C o o k i e s ,  G i n g e r b r e a d ,  a n d 
Peppermint; I could see, as I handed 
the survey out in the homerooms, the 
memories of favorite Christmas 
cookies  br inging smiles  and 
conversations to the students. I was 
surprised by the written-in answer of 
chocolate chip...really people, is that a 
Christmas Cookie? 

 "The goals of this season are to  
improve skill, increase knowledge of the 
game, and to have a winning record,” 
says Coach Coleen Conner when asked 
about the varsity lacrosse team this year. 
The team consists of eighth graders: Riley 
Balitsaris, Kelly Boyce, Erin Bruder, 
Amanda     Clement, Anna Kuyut, Grace 
Leasure, Erin  Mongeluzi, Claire Nappi, 
Caroline O’Keefe, Cami Osborne, Cath-
erine Ryan, and Annie Stirling. The sev-
enth graders on varsity include: Kelly 
Coyle, Lauryn Elia, Natalie Hughes, Ava 
Leonhardt, Molly Murray, Mary Jane Ta-
gue, and Katie Willis.  

The junior varsity coach, Caroline 
Packer, is looking for improvement in   
players’ skills in a fun environment. This 
year’s junior varsity consists of seventh 
graders: Kate Biedermann, Adrianna Bull, 
Addison Devine, Adriana Frio, Riley 
Maher, Bailey Rodden, Eloise Schroer, 
Julia Seeley, and Pricsilla Thomas. The 
sixth graders this year are Quinn Balit-
saris, Caroline Brown, Lauren Curran, 
Meg     Devine, Anna Dewey, Sophia 
Giannacari, Mia Heffernen, Sarah How-
ton, Meredith      Lauzon, Sophie McCor-
mick, Mandy McGurk, Grace Reber, 
Grace Reilly,      Siobhan Slattery, and 
Mackenzie Smith. 

Both teams did very well in the 
Catholic Academy League, going        
undefeated up to the very last game in the 
season!   

 Junior School Softball has a very 
large team this year. Players are Kristen 
Betts, Claire Casaday, Nina Ciocca, 
Marina Clark, Erin Connelly, Caroline 
Daughtery, Stephanie Fasciano, Leah 
Garvey, Sophia Haub, Allison Hendrick, 
Addie Lennon, Katie Lennon, Michaella 
Massa, Sophie McCormick, Mary Kate 
Miller, Brianna Mormostein, Alyssa 
Mullan, Hailey Opperman, Bella Philips, 
Julia Scanlon, Mercedes Sloan, Olivia 
Whytosek, and Coach Paige and Coach 
Carlo. Captains are Julia Scanlon, 
Mercedes Sloan & Brianna Marmorstein 

The team is off to a fabulous start. 
They have three wins and two ties. Still, 
with eight games left to play, the team has 
a long season ahead of them. Coach Carlo 
and Coach Paige have led the team to a 
great start. 
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 Kelly Coyle, Natalie Hughes,               Ryann Rinnier 
     and Boo Susanin 

Basketball Swimming 

Mistletoe (by Justin Bieber)
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You (by Mariah Carey)
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Favorite Christmas Movies 

 The final Twilight movie takes 
place after Renesmee’s birth, the Cullens 
gather their family of vampires to protect 
her from the Volturi. The Volturi plan to 
take Renesmee from her family because 
they think she is immortal; however, Re-
nesmee is not immortal. The Volturi battle 
against the Cullens and the rest of their 
family of vampires. When the fight begins, 
Jacob and Renesmee try to escape but are 
chased by a member of the Volturi. As the 
fight progresses, most of the vampires be-
come aggressive. Once the battle is over, 
they realize it was all a dream; Alice was 
having a vision of the future. When the 
Volturi realize what could happen if they 
were to confront the Cullens, they decide 
not to fight. The Cullens win this battle and 
live happily ever after. 
 

Breaking Dawn 

 Isabella Phillips and Ryann Rinnier 

  Isabella Phillips and Ryann Rinnier 

Lacrosse 

 Natalie Hughes 

Softball 

Michaella Massa and       
Isabella Phillips 

Marina Clark 
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