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State of the School 
by Olivia Feehery (’14)

	 Straight	from	the	student	council	office,	it	
is	I,	your	president	Olivia	Feehery.	I	am	so	ex-
cited	and	honored	to	lead	this	year’s	student	
council	along	with	my	fellow	Five	Main	mem-
bers,	Kaylee,	Grace,	Dana,	and	Katie!	I	would	
also	like	to	comment	that	while	the	US	Gov-
ernment	was	shut	down	for	two	weeks,	our	
ND	student	council	has	been	hard	at	work,	
always	keeping	our	constituents	in	mind!	As	
Spirit	Day	rapidly	approaches,	this	State	of	
the	Union	is	one	of	excitement.	Student	Coun-
cil	has	been	busy	so	far	this	year	with	events	
such	as	Denim	Day	and	Fall	Fling.		A	huge	
thank	you	to	everyone	who	made	the	amaz-
ing	decorations	and	came	out	to	the	dance.	I	
cannot	believe	that	in	less	than	a	week	we	will	
find	out	who	takes	home	the	coveted	witch	
trophy!	And	that	leads	into	our	next	devel-
opment	in	the	state	of	our	ND	Union:	there	
will	be	no	students	shivering	this	Spirit	Day,	
courtesy	of	the	long-sleeve	T-shirts	designed	
by	our	very	own	Custom-Ink	specialist,	Katie	
Schneider.	Whether	you’re	sporting	red,	yel-
low,	blue	or	green,	all	girls	rule	the	world!	
	 The	start	of	the	year	has	been	amazing,	
and	I	cannot	wait	to	see	what	the	next	few	
months	will	bring!	Student	Council	is	ready	
to	make	this	one	of	the	best	years	yet.	Thank	
you.	God	bless	you.	And	God	bless	the	United	
States	of	America.
	 xoxo	
				 	 	Olivia	
There’s	no	biz	like	show	biz!

Meet the Editors of The Gates!
Marissa Baum 

Year: Senior
Education: Saint John Chrysostom, Strath Haven Mid-
dle, Strath Haven High
Sports/Activities: Volleyball, GIFT, Archives, Speak-Up! 
and Writing Center.
Fave thing about ND: Kilts, kilts, kilts.
Where you’ll most likely find me: In Ms. Sarver’s office
What I order for lunch: Whatever the daily special is--
ain’t nobody got time for that sandwich or salad line.
Advice to Freshmen: Be accepting of yourself and of  
others. We are all family at ND, and although sisters 
may fight, they always stick together.

Kelly Cary
Year: Senior
Education History: Waldron Mercy Academy and proud 
Notre Dame lifer
Sports/Activities: World Affairs, Writing Center, Track, 
Ski Club, and GIFT
Fave Thing About ND: The fact that my classmates are 
my sisters and my teachers are my friends.
Where you’ll most likely find me: hanging out with the 
Science Department
What I order for lunch: Ciabatta roll, buffalo chicken, 
american cheese, and pickles
Advice to Freshmen: Make an effort to be friends with 
everyone, especially people you think you wouldn’t nor-
mally talk to. By senior year you will think of all of your 
classmates as sisters, not just friends. 

MacKenzie Bonner
Year: Senior  
Education History: Chatham Park Elementary and 
NDA lifer 
Sports/Activities: Crew, Student Council, World Affairs, 
Ski Club, and Bird Watching Club
Fave Thing About ND: The lounge 
Where you’ll most likely find me: Hiding in Mr. Smull’s 
room
What I order for lunch: Ciabatta roll, chicken, tomatoes 
and hot peppers 
Advice to Freshmen: If you believe in yourself, you can 
ride a bike. 
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Interview with the Guidance Counselor, 
Mrs. Ginny Johnson

Birthday: December 5th
Hometown: Cleveland, Ohio
High School Alma Mater: John Marshall

College Alma Mater: University of 
Cincinnati (undergraduate), Villanova (graduate)
Favorite Halloween Candy: Hmmm...
Caramel Creams
Lunch Buddy: Mrs. Srogota
Last Book Read: Under the Olive Tree by Courtney 
Santo
Favorite Song: “Carry On” (Fun)
Your motto: “I can do things you cannot, you can 
do things I cannot; together we can do great things.” 
(Mother Teresa ) 
     
Night owl, or early bird? Night Owl
Pepsi or Coke? Neither
Bagel or Toast? Bagel
Flip-flops or heels? Flip flops
Bring or buy (lunch)? Buy

If you were a salad, what kind of dressing would you 
be? “I would be a champagne vinaigrette…simple but 
with a little class.”  

If you could have one superpower what would it be? 
“Leaping tall buildings, so I could avoid the Philadel-
phia traffic!”

What is your favorite thing about Notre Dame so 
far? “Everyone is extremely kind and supportive.”

When did you know you wanted to be a teacher/
principal? “During my internship at Great Valley High 
School.”

What is the greatest challenge of being a counselor/
principal? What is the most rewarding part? 
“The greatest challenge is getting everything done!  
And the most rewarding is getting to know the students 
and their families.”

Interview with the Principal, 
Ms. Eileen Wilkinson

Birthday: November 5th
Hometown: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
High School Alma Mater: Archbishop Ryan 
(by the way—it was all girls when I attended)
College Alma-Mater: Chestnut Hill (undergraduate), 
Villanova (graduate)
Favorite Halloween Candy: Anything with dark 
chocolate
Lunch Buddies: Mrs. Pal(evich), Mrs. Losey, Ms. 
Sarver
Last Book Read: The Art of Racing in the Rain by 
Garth Stein
Favorite Song: “Blowin’ in the Wind” (Bob Dylan)
Your motto: “Live out your life with one desire only: 
to be always what God wants you to be, in nature, 
grace and glory, for time and eternity.” (Jean-Pierre 
Medaille, S.J.)  
     
Night owl, or early bird? Night owl
Pepsi or Coke? Coke
Bagel or Toast? Bagel
Flip-flops or heels? Flip flops
Bring or buy (lunch)? Buy
If you were a salad, what kind of dressing would 
you be? Honey mustard
If you could have one superpower what would it 
be? Bilocation
What is your favorite thing about Notre Dame so 
far? The students
 
When did you know you wanted to be a teacher/
principal? “I always wanted to be a teacher. I think 
I grew into wanting to be a principal when I became 
interested in helping teachers in their jobs. I wanted 
to share ideas outside of my own classroom.”

What is the greatest challenge of being a counselor/
principal? What is the most rewarding part? “The 
greatest challenge is learning to be patient, and rec-
ognizing that  growth and improvement takes time. 
The most rewarding part is realizing that something 
you did actually helped a student.”

Meet Your New AdMiNistrAtors
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Meet Your New 
MAiNteNANce MAN

Fun Facts
Hometown: Roxborough, Philly
High School Alma Mater: Central High 
School 
College Alma Mater: Temple (Class of 2015)
Favorite Halloween Candy: Snickers
Last Book Read: Looking for Alaska by John 
Green
Favorite Artist: Zac Brown Band

Inside Scoop
Night Owl, or Early 
Bird? 
“Both. I don’t sleep.”
Pepsi or Coke? 
“Pepsi, but I don’t really 
drink a lot of soda.”
If you could have one 
superpower what 
would it be? 
“To be as charming as 
possible.” 

Get to KNow Your FreshMeN!
Curious as to why we asked you random questions in 

homeroom? Well here are your answers! Check out these 
polls to get to know what your new classmates are like.

Life of a Transfer
By Claire Thompson (‘16)
 The beginning of school... you can see it, hear it, 
taste it, smell it and touch it. From the moment you stand 
waiting at an hour way too early for any teenager, you can 
feel that something has changed. Going from warm sum-
mer days by the ocean and hanging out with friends to 
uniforms, school books, and long hours of studying, you 
can see a change not only physically, but also mentally. It 
is time to switch gears from summertime fun, to serious 
student and competitive athlete. As you enter the halls of 
ND, you can sense and feel the excitement of anticipation 
and promise. For some it is a habitual comfort as they filter 
through the halls they left just months ago, while for oth-
ers it is a new beginning. The voices and slamming lockers 
echo in the halls that were once quiet. 
 Now the range of voices catch my attention, some 
more reserved and dancing with anticipation, while others 
are excited and full of energy as they begin where they left 
off last year. I cannot help but wonder where my voice will 
fall among them. 
         Being new is never easy, so making friends and find-
ing the right classrooms are some of the utmost concerns 
on any new kid’s radar. For me, this school year has been 
full of catching up with old friends I knew back in grade 
school and getting to know people I’ve never met before. 
The friends I left at my old high school still question why 
I left, but the only way to understand why I left public 
school for private school--and why I chose ND--is to expe-
rience the difference firsthand. There is a strong feeling of 
community at Notre Dame: the teachers remember you, the 
administrators and staff are all welcoming, and the students 
kind, smart, and open to new opportunities.  Without this 
community I’d have been lost in the hallways of my new 
school, but already ND feels like a second home to me.
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Fashion Blog
Who Wore it Best: PRIXER EDITION

 By Margaux Stelz (‘15)
 The first Prep Mixer of the year is a big deal in the ND community. It is a perennial tradition to 
show off that Notre Dame kilt and pair it with a homemade shirt (typically made at school).  The Prep 
could be considered our runway, but how you choose to accessorize your kilt is totally up to you. 
Now you decide: Who wore it best?

Maura Dougherty 
(grade 11)

Choosing to stray from 
tradition, Maura in-

scribed the lyrics of the 
classic Miley Cyrus song 
“See You Again” on the 
back of her shirt--and 

wound up quite the stand-
out. That, combined with 
the simplicity of the front 
of the shirt, gave her the 

best of both worlds.

Marissa Baum
(grade 12)

This senior went retro. 
The cornrowed and curled 
hairstyle, mixed with the 
facial gems really makes 

her look pretty much 
ready for anything.  

With her stylish green 
shoes, she represented  

the senior class well--and 
was ready to dance the 

night away.

Corin Barker
(grade 11)

 Bringing 
Jammypack back, this 

junior really made these 
colors pop. The colorful 

pack around her kilt 
actually plays music! 

Combining this fun ac-
cessory with a capivating  

flower headpiece, she 
was certain to have her-

self a fun night.
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A Reflection of Syria
by Mel Derderian (‘14)
 

 Last year, returning from school to see my 
dad watching the news about Syria was something 
that happened a lot at my house. It wasn’t unusual. 
I mean, my father was born in Syria, and it was 
something he cared about; but I didn’t truly under-
stand the importance of this issue until July this 
past summer. 
 More than 100,000 people have been killed 
in Syria’s conflict, now in its third year. Rebels 
and government are in a brutal civil war and ci-
vilians are the casualties of the aggression. The 
government army issued an ultimatum to the reb-
els: surrender or starve. No humanitarian aid has 
been able to get through for fear of being shot at 
or bombed. Government forces have besieged 
the suburbs of Damascus for several months; that 
would be like Bryn Mawr, Malvern and Wayne  
being besieged outside the city of Philadelphia. 
 I have volunteered at a camp for underprivi-
leged children and orphans in Armenia for the past 
few summers. During the second session this year 
there were four Syrian Armenians volunteering as 
well. Aram, Milad, Garo, and Elie were basically 
refugees from Syria who live in Italy now. But this 
isn’t just a study abroad program; these boys can’t 
go “home.” They would never be allowed to leave. 
At ages 18 and 19, they came to a completely for-
eign country, basically forcing them to start a new 
life. They had the opportunity to escape the war, 
but they had no choice but to leave everyone they 
love and care about behind.  
 All last year, this conflict was staring me 
right in the face, but I didn’t truly grasp the sever-
ity of the war until I met the actual people who are 
suffering through it. I went to this camp expecting 
to teach English to the 200 children who attended, 
but I was not expecting to be so affected by my  
Armenian brothers from Syria. I learned to be open 
to the unexpected because that’s usually where 
God is trying to get my attention. Experiences like 
these have the power to form and transform us. I 
thought I was there to teach...but in the end, Elie 
and Aram and Milad, and Garo taught me some-
thing; something I really do need to know for life: 
If we “let go and let God,” He will guide us down 
the right path, and we will find ourselves where we 
most urgently need to be.

Speaking of Syria: A poem 
by Emily Young Carr (‘14)

The issue now in Syria,
A country often in the news,
Is there’s no panacea
For healing the regime’s abuse.

Through the Middle East’s Arab Spring,
We Americans hoped to see
Liberated citizens sing
the praises of democracy. 

But the Syrian protesters
Have suffered greatly with Assad.
This dictator’s no investor
In peace domestic or abroad.

Nerve-agent attacks this August
Left thousands of Syrians dead.
All idealism seems long lost.
Millions of refugees have fled.

America feels directionless.
John Kerry made a gaffe.
We’d talk if they were weaponless…
That could work, they said with a laugh.

The UN called Geneva 2,
But factions continue to fight.
With friends like Russia and Iran,
Syria’s U.S. kryptonite.

      (above: Elie, Aram, Milad, and Garo)

What’s Really Going on In Syria?
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College Mad Libs
	
It’s	college	application	time,	Seniors!	So	many	to	write.	So	much	money	in	fees.	So	many	moments	of 	
your	life	to	imbue	with	significance	in	an	effort	to	impress	your	readers.	But	fear	not!	The Gates	has	your	
back.	We’ve	sent	intrepid	reporter	Olivia	Chow	(Class	of 	2016)	behind	the	scenes	to	discover	(from	Mrs.	
Johnson)	what	goes	into	today’s	standard	college	essay,	Now	as	a	service	to	our	less	ambitious	readers,	
the	ones	who	just	want	to	be	finished,	she	has	provided	this	handy	application-essay	Mad	Lib.	All	you	
have	to	do…Well,	you	know	what	you	have	to	do,	and	then	you	can	be	certain	your	essay	will	look	just	
like	everyone	else’s	in	the	U.S.	Of 	course,	if 	you’re	still	afraid	you	might	stand	out	from	the	pack,	you’ll	
want	to	season	your	final	version	with	some	or	all	of 	the	following		a)	adding	commas	between	subjects	
and	verbs,	between	verbs	and	direct	objects,	between	independent	clauses,	or	between	quotation	marks;	
b)	confusing	common	words,	such	as	to/too,	their/they’re/there,	its/it’s	and	whose/who’s;	c)	misspelling	
everyday	words,	such	as	“every	day,”	or	“a	lot,”	or	“definitely”;	and	d)	letting	text-speak	infiltrate	your	
essay,	cuz		u	no	how	ez	it	is	2	do.	Got	all	that?	Then	let’s	get	started.	

Mad Libs Goes to College, by Olivia Chow
I	_________(past	tense	verb)	in	anticipation,	sensing	that	I	was	about	to	do	something	
___________	(overblown	adjective),	something	that	would	change	my	life,	and	also	make	me	
much	more	appealing	to	future	colleges.	Here	I	was,	going	to	far-away	__________	(exotic	place	
name)	to	build	homes	for	___________(adjective)	people,	people	lacking	in	basic	_________(plural	
noun),	such	as	water,	shelter	and	___________	(plural	noun).	Better	yet,	not	only	would	I	be	do-
ing	a	good	turn	for	_________	(plural	noun)	in	need,	but	I’d	also	be	earning	service	__________	
(plural	noun).	It	was	going	to	be	the	experience	of 	a	lifetime!	I	boarded	a	_______________
(mode	of 	transportation)		and	after	a	long	journey,		I	finally	arrived	at	the	________(noun),	tired,	
but	excited	to	be	there.	You	wouldn’t	have	believed	the	________	(plural	noun)	there!	There	was	
so	much	to	see,	but	I	was	exhausted.	I	promptly	passed	out,	snoring,	on	the	___________	
(noun).
	 The	next	day,	I	awoke	to	a	__________	(adjective)	sunrise.	Taking	a	__________	(noun)with	
me,	in	case	of 	torrential	rain,	I	went	to	the	construction	site.	Upon	my	arrival,	I	was	given	a	
hard	________(item	of 	clothing)	to	wear	and	told	not	to	_____	(verb)	anywhere	in	the	area.	After	
these	instructions,	I	set	about	my	first	task	which,	to	my	horror,	was	to	___________	(verb)	
on	the	roof.	You	see,	I	am	terribly	afraid	of 	___________	(plural	noun),	and	there	was	no	place	
I	less	wanted	to	be.	However,	with	a	lot	of 	encouragement,	I	managed	finally	to	_________	
(verb)	the	roof 	and	get	to	work.	Everyone	down	below	was	so	__________(adjective),	which	
made	me	feel	like	I	was	part	of 	a	____________	(collective	noun)	I	completed	various	other	ac-
tivities,	such	as	___________(-ing	verb)	nails	and	___________(-ing	verb)	wood.	During	the	ensu-
ing	days,	I	really	____________(verb,	past	tense)	with	all	the	other	builders.	I	also	realized	the	
vital	power	of 	teamwork,	the	way	it	makes	__________	(adjective)	work	out	of 	something	that	
a	single	_____________	(species	of 	animal)	might	take	much	longer	to	___________	(verb).	
To	this	day,	I’ve	kept	the	experience	close	to	my	__________	(body	part).	Sure,	there	were	
challenges,	like	when	I	thought	I	had	torn	my	_________(body	part),	or	when	I	drank	the	
__________(naturally	occurring	liquid),	or	when	I	couldn’t	get	a	signal	on	my	_____________			
(electronic	device)---but	there	were	so	many	laughs	as	well.	Through	building	those	
______________	(plural	noun),	I	have	finally	recognized	what	my	school	and	my	teachers,	es-
pecially	my	___________(high	school	subject)	teachers,	have	been	trying	to	teach	me	all	these	
years:	the	importance	of 	__________	(abstract	noun)	and	the	way	it	changes	how	we	think	
about	service.	I	arrived	thinking	I	would	be	serving	the	____________(adjective)	people	
of 	_________________(same	exotic	place	as	above)--but	do	you	know	what?	In	the	end,	they	
____________(verb	past	tense)	me.	
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Fall Flang:  
Do Your Thang

 This year’s Fall Fling theme--Movies and 
Shows--was a hit with all. There were appearances 
from a wide variety of characters, including Cousin It 
(Addams Family), Manny and Gloria (Modern Fami-
ly), and all five of the Rugrats! Junior winners Maura 
Doughtery and Emma Spaeder cleverly dressed as 
Miley and her counterpart Hannah Montana, while 
senior winners Aria Kovalovich and Collen Hilbert 
portrayed Angela Chase and Rayanne Graff from 
the guidance class hit My So Called Life. Even some 
of the parents got in on the fun with Mr. and Mrs. 
Schneider dressing up as playing cards. Overall, the 
event was a fun night for all who attended and we 
encourage everyone to come join us next year!

        G.I.F.T.
 

Gathering Information to fight 
Trafficking 

Calling all Juniors and Seniors:
Join us on tuesdays at 7:45 Rm. 29

Refreshments will be served!!!!!!

Attention All Students!
Do you have a English composition due this week?

 A college essay due by the end of the month?
Need a second pair of eyes to help revise it?

Then come join the Writing Fellows in the 
Writing Center at all periods of the day!

(Candy and stickers are offered to those who bring essays)
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upcoMiNG eveNts NeAr You


